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School Choice Advice Service
Factsheet 2
Academies
This factsheet is designed to provide guidance regarding academies – further guidance can be obtained by following the links at the end of the fact sheet.
Legislation
The Academies Bill became law in July 2010.  

Section 482 of the Education Act 1996, as amended by Section 65 of the Education Act 2002, provides for the establishment of academies and specifies the core characteristics of academies.

Education Bill 2010-2011 – received Royal Assent in November 2011.
Historically
The previous government introduced academies which replaced failing schools.  These academies are sometimes referred to as type 1 or ‘transformational’ academies.  These type 1 academies were given a new name, new management, external sponsor and a new building.  The Milton Keynes Academy is an example of a ‘transformational’ academy.
New Academies

The coalition government has introduced type 2 academies – those schools with an Ofsted rating of ‘outstanding’ or ‘good with outstanding features’ can be fast-tracked to academy status.  
Key difference between the different types of academies
	Type 1 Academies
	Type 2 Academies

	Political philosophy:

Intervention (Labour government – ‘rescue’ of failing schools)
	Deregulation (Coalition government – ‘release’ to allow market choice)



	Emphasis on failing schools
	Initial emphasis on outstanding and good schools

	LA support required to convert
	LA support/consultation not required

	Required to follow national curriculum & have an emphasis on a particular subject
	Greater freedom around the delivery of the curriculum

	Required a sponsor
	Sponsor not required

	Historically – new building (in current financial climate this is unlikely now to happen)
	Not required or appropriate

	New headteacher & management
	Not required or appropriate


Why change? What are the benefits to the school?
· Freedom to adapt the national curriculum
· Able to vary teachers’ pay and conditions
· Able to vary the length of the school day/week/year
· Direct funding from central government (£25,000 grant to convert, special educational needs funding etc direct to school allowing for greater freedom over how they use their budgets
· Further freedoms to engage in local partnerships and how they deliver post-14 education (subject to passing of new Education Bill)
The following schools have now completed their change of status:
	Primary 
	Secondary

	Eaton Mill – now The Premier Academy
	Oakgrove



	Olney Infant – now Olney Infant Academy
	Denbigh



	Oxley Park
	Shenley Brook End

	Two Mile Ash
	Walton High 

	
	Hazeley – now The Hazeley Academy

	
	Ousedale 

	
	


Admissions, special education needs and exclusions
· Still required to follow law and guidance as if they were maintained schools

Role within Community
· Expectation of collaboration and sharing facilities and expertise with other schools and wider community
· Expectation that high-performing schools partner weaker schools
Further information on the following subjects can be accessed at the related internet link:
Types of schools
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Parents/Schoolslearninganddevelopment/ChoosingASchool/DG_4016312
BBC - Academy Freedoms

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10187148
Department for Education - Academies
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/leadership/typesofschools/academies
Academies/JC/Dec11
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