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School Choice Advice Service
Factsheet 3
Equal Preference System
Milton Keynes operates an ‘equal preference’ system when allocating school places.  This factsheet explains how this process works.
When completing the application form (paper copy or on-line) at the beginning of Year 6, you will have the opportunity to state up to three school preferences.  These are not automatic ‘choices’ – they are your ‘preferred’ schools ranked in order of your preference. The completed application form goes to the Admissions Team and the individual preferences are forwarded to the schools as separate applications. If a school receives more applications than it has places available (oversubscribed), the school will use their oversubscription criteria to rank the applications in order of priority. How high or low your child is ranked depends on how your child’s circumstances fit with these criteria, for example, where you live, if you have other children at the school, if your child attends a partner school and so on ……. 
The list of ranked applications is forwarded to the Admissions team from the schools, they look at the collective information and offer places as they are able.  This process has to be done in accordance with current legislation i.e. School Admissions Code: (http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/adminandfinance/schooladmissions/a00195/current-codes-and-regulations)
It is important to be aware that currently in Milton Keynes there is significant pressure on most of the secondary schools and many are consistently oversubscribed.  Therefore, you need to be realistic about the preferences you state on your application form – it is always advisable to put your local in-area school down as one of your preferences.
All three applications are considered equally by the admissions authorities (schools) – they do not know the order in which you have ranked your preferred schools on the application form.

Scenario 1 (schools 1 & 2 oversubscribed)
	Preferred school 1 (out of area  - some miles away) 240 places
	Child ranked too low due to distance

Ranked 245
	X not allocated 

	Preferred school 2 (out of area  - attends partner school) 200 places
	Child ranked higher as attends partner school but not at the top (due to distance)

Ranked 150
	√  allocated

	Preferred school 3 (in-area school) 180 places
	Child ranked high as living within school’s defined area
Ranked 30
	School place available but not required


Scenario 2 (all schools oversubscribed)
	Preferred school 1 (grammar school in Bucks)
	Child did not pass 11+
	X not eligible

	Preferred school 2 (grammar school in Bucks)
	Child did not pass 11+
	X not eligible

	Preferred school 3 (out of area school)  240 places
	Child ranked too low due to distance

Ranked 270
	X not allocated MK Admissions then allocate nearest school that has a place available


Scenario 3 (all schools undersubscribed – sadly this will not happen in MK but demonstrates the equal preference system)
	Preferred school 1 (out of area  - some miles away)
	Places available for all children who applied
	√  allocated

	Preferred school 2 (out of area  - attends partner school)
	Places available for all children who applied
	School place available but not required

	Preferred school 3 (in-area school)
	Places available for all children who applied
	School place available but not required


It is important to remember:
· Some schools are not able to allocate places to all children within their defined area (catchment) due to the number of children living in the area.
· Schools’ oversubscription criteria all vary slightly – read your Information for Parents booklet carefully.
· Schools will not be ‘upset’ if you have ranked them third – they will not know.
· If you put three ‘out of area’ schools down – this might be a risky strategy – check the oversubscription criteria carefully and look at the historical data.
· If you are not sure about your plan – talk it through with the Admissions Team, School Admissions Officer or the School Choice Adviser.
· Denbigh School allocate 20 places for aptitude for technology – if your child sits the aptitude test you still have to put down Denbigh as one of your preferences (preference 1 if this is the school you are wanting the most).  It is not enough to simply sit the test and pass
· If you do not get the school place you are wanting, you can go through the appeal process if you wish to.
· SUBMIT YOUR FORM ON TIME – YOUR CHILD MAY BE DISADVANTAGED IF YOU FORGET AND/OR IT IS RECEIVED BY THE ADMISSIONS TEAM  LATE.
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