[image: image1.jpg][J
® MILTON KEYNES
‘é Parent
Partnership




[image: image1.jpg]

If, after carrying out an assessment, the LA agrees that your child needs a Statement of Special Educational Needs, they will send you a Proposed Statement – this means that it is a draft copy.

Attached to the Proposed Statement, will be copies of all the reports the professionals wrote, these are called the Appendices. 

It is very important to make sure the Proposed Statement covers all your child’s needs and offers appropriate provision for those needs. The statement should be clear, so that anyone who might work with your child, such as a supply teacher, should be able to see his/her needs clearly as they may not have time to read all the attached reports.
You will have 15 days to make a response to the LA, but you can always ask for an extension – see paragraph 8:105 of the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice.
You may want to photocopy the Proposed Statement and all the appendices so that you have a copy that you can write on and keep another set clean. 

You will need a range of different coloured highlighter pens – Parent Partnership can send you a multi-coloured highlighter pen if you need one.

Part One: check all the details in this section are correct, e.g. Name, address, contact numbers etc. 

Part Two: this is the section that should describe in detail your child’s difficulties and needs. It is important to ensure that all your child’s difficulties are described clearly and thoroughly.
Part Three: This part specifies (sets out) the provision which should be made by the LA to meet your child’s needs. It is divided into three sections:

a) Objectives

b) Provision

c) Monitoring

Part 5 and 6 of the statement describe needs and help which are not educational. There is no duty on the LA to provide any help which is written in these parts so the most important thing to check is whether the difficulties in Part 5 should be in Part 2 and whether the help in Part 6 should appear in Part 3.   Remember, LA’s must make sure that the help in Part 3 is given.
Does the statement contain all the appropriate information about my child’s needs?
One way of checking that the statement contains all the appropriate information is to begin by reading the Proposed Statement and then read all the reports (appendices).

The caseworker who writes the statement often extracts important information from the professionals’ reports and includes them in the statement.  Therefore, you will often see the same sections of information in both a report and the statement.

Use one coloured highlighter for each report.  Starting with the Educational Psychologist report, read the statement to see which bits are the same. When you find two matching bits of information, highlight both bits. This way you know that the information in the report is included in the statement.

Once you have done this with every report – using a different colour for each – the statement should be fully covered in. You are then able to re-read the reports and easily identify bits of information that have not been included in the statement, as they will not be highlighted with a colour. You can then look to see if you consider this information to be important and whether you would like to ask for in to be included in the statement. 
Sometimes statements can be vague or hard to understand. Does it use words such as:
· Opportunities for…

· Regularly…

· Access to…

· Frequently…

It is very important that the statement says how much help your child will get and how often. These vague words leave it open to interpretation and can make it harder later on to ensure your child is getting the help.  The wording used in the statement should be specific.
Please note that the LA is only likely to agree to add information that is already set out in one of the reports.
If you think that the wording in a report is not specific enough, you can ask for a meeting with the LA and the person who wrote the report, and ask if the wording can be changed.
Why is no school named on the proposed statement?
The law says that when a parent is sent a Proposed Statement it will not name a school. This is because you have the right to say which school you would like your child to attend. The majority of children who have a statement attend their nearest mainstream school, which is often where they already attend, where the statement may bring additional resources to help the school to meet the pupil’s special educational needs. 

Can I ask for an independent (private) school?
The law does not allow you to express a preference for an independent (private) school, but does allow you to ‘make representations’.  This means that you can make a case to the LA about why an independent school might be the best place to meet your child’s needs. However, the LA does not have to agree to your request if it feels the needs can be met in one of its own schools. 

Once you have made your views known to the LA you can ask them to send you an Amended Proposed Statement. If you are still not happy, continue to talk to the LA until you are happy for the final statement to be issued.

If you cannot get the LA to agree, it may be best to ask them to issue the final statement, so that you are able to appeal to the tribunal – you cannot do this without a final statement.
