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What is a Statutory Assessment?

Statutory assessment is a very detailed assessment under the 1996 Education Act. Milton Keynes Council will gather information to find out what special educational needs your child may have and what special help they may need.

Information is gathered from:

· You, the child's parent/carer;

· Your child's school/setting;

· An Educational Psychologist;

· A doctor (Community Paediatrician);

· Social Services;

· Any other person who is already helping your child, e.g. speech therapist/social worker. 

Written reports (advice) are sent back to the council which, together with your written contribution, gives a full picture of your child's strengths and weaknesses. This assessment will identify your child's needs and any special help they may receive. At the end of it the LA will decide whether or not to issue a Statement of Special Educational Need for your child. Statutory assessment is only appropriate for a very small number of children.

Why would my child need an assessment?

Most children will have their special educational needs met through help at school at School Action or Early Years Action, or at School Action Plus or Early Years Action Plus. If, despite the extra help school has put in place, your child's progress is still causing concern, and it is felt that additional help is needed for the school or setting to meet your child's needs; the school or early years setting will ask Milton Keynes Council to carry out a Statutory Assessment. The school or setting will speak with you before making this request.

Who can request a statutory assessment?

A statutory assessment can be requested by the school or early years setting, by the parent or by an educational psychologist. Health and social services departments can also make referrals.

What happens when the school requests a statutory assessment?

When the school or early years setting request a statutory assessment, Milton Keynes Council will write to you and ask whether you agree to the assessment. They will also ask for your written views and any additional information that you may like to give, such as any private reports you may have.

You have 29 calendar days after you have received the letter asking for your agreement, to give Milton Keynes Council your views and to consent to the assessment. If you do not agree that a statutory assessment is needed or will help your child, or if you are uncertain, you should write saying that you disagree and give your full reasons.

The Local Authority will also contact the Educational Psychology Service, the Health Authority and Children's Social Care (Social Services) to see if they have any information on your child that will help them to make a decision on whether to carry out a statutory assessment. 
What happens if I request a statutory assessment?

Parents are able to request a statutory assessment. It is a good idea to discuss this first with the school or early years setting to consider whether every action has been taken to try to meet your child's needs from within the school or setting's resources. If you have sufficient evidence to support your request, this should be included in your letter to the council.
Milton Keynes Council will consider your request and may ask for further views and will ask the school/setting about your child's difficulties and what the school/setting is doing to help.

The council will also write to the Health Authority, Children's Social Care (Social Services) and the Educational Psychology Service to ask if they already have any information that will help them to make a decision.

How long does Milton Keynes Council have to decide whether to assess my child?

Milton Keynes Council has six weeks, from receipt of the request, to tell you whether they will carry out a statutory assessment. Parent Partnership has produced a sheet showing the timescales for a statutory assessment, which can be found in the 'Leaflets' section of the website.

What happens if the Council decide they will carry out a statutory assessment?

If the council agrees to carry out the statutory assessment, they will send you a letter telling you of the decision, and they will ask for more detailed information about your child from the professionals involved. 

They will write to you to inform you of the decision and will ask if you would like to send in further views, and will ask if you would like the support of an Independent Parental Supporter (IPS). You may choose someone you know, or the Parent Partnership Service can provide someone to help you. (Please see Contact Us for details)

What happens if the Council decide not to carry out a statutory assessment?

If the council decides that the school or early years setting can meet your child's special educational needs at School Action or Early Years Action or at School Action Plus or Early Years Action Plus of the Code of Practice, they will decide not to carry out an assessment, and will set out their reasons in their letter to you.

Can I appeal against the decision not to carry out a statutory assessment?

You can appeal to the Local Authority against this decision. You may write to them to say why you do not agree with their decision, or you can ask for a meeting to discuss it in person. You also have the right to make a formal appeal to the First Tier Tribunal (Special Educational Needs and Disability). You can appeal whether you or the school made the request for the statutory assessment.

How can I be involved in the statutory assessment?

You have an essential part to play because you know your child better than anyone else. You know what your child is like at home and you have knowledge that teachers and others do not have, which is important.

You will be asked to provide, in writing, your views and any further relevant information regarding your child's needs this is called 'Parental Advice'. There are guidelines to help you write your parental advice, a link to a copy of the guidelines can be found below, and in the 'leaflets' section of this website.

You may find it useful to include reports from professionals that have recent knowledge of your child, such as consultants, previous school, activity clubs, playgroup, health visitors etc. You may also have obtained reports from a private assessment which can be included.

It is important that you attend all appointments that are sent to you. If you miss an appointment, it may delay the whole process.

What is parental advice?

Parental advice is the report that a parent or carer is asked to write for the statutory assessment. You see your child as a whole person, and it is your opportunity to add a whole picture of your child to the statutory assessment.

It should be written so that someone who has never met your child would they get a clear picture of your child: their day-to-day life, their strengths and their difficulties. You should also state anyone you would like the council to contact, and attach any reports you already have that you would like to be considered as parental evidence.

You will be sent guidelines to follow, which will help as memory joggers. A link to the guidelines can be downloaded from the 'Leaflets' section of the website.

If you have used these guidelines to write a parental report when the statutory assessment was requested, you do not need to duplicate this report. 

You may give your views in a variety of ways. Your contribution can be short or long, typed or hand-written, on the form provided, on the electronic Parent’s Report form that is on the website or on sheets of paper. Remember, the more information you can give about how your child is now, the more helpful it will be to people working with your child.

It is important that your child gives his or her views if appropriate. If your child needs support to give their views to the LA, you, a teacher or another professional can help. 

You may wish someone to discuss your contribution with or to help you write it. This could be:

· a friend or relative;

· someone from the Parent Partnership Service;

· someone from a voluntary group

Your views, and those of your child, are an important part of the information. They will be shared with other professionals involved and will be taken seriously. It is very helpful if you include your child's views in your own contribution.

It helps if you respond as soon as you can, and you should return your views (Parental Advice) within the 29 days specified. If you are likely to take slightly longer than 29 days to send in your views, you should let the council know in writing.

Who will assess and provide information about my child?

When your child has a statutory assessment, anyone assessing your child will inform you in advance. You can ask for this to take place where you and your child feel most comfortable, although assessments usually take place at school.

During the Statutory Assessment, information is collected from:

· you (the Parent Partnership Service can help you with this);

· your child;

· your child's school or early years setting;

· an educational psychologist;

· health professionals such as doctor, occupational therapist,

· speech therapist, physiotherapist or health visitor;

· social services;

· other agencies as appropriate.

The LEA will send you copies of all reports when the Statutory Assessment is completed.

What happens when all the information has been collected?

The process of gathering all the information and drafting a Statement or Note Lieu should be completed within ten weeks of agreeing to carry out the statutory assessment, excluding summer holidays. The LA then have a further 2 weeks to decide whether to make a statement or not.

When the LA has received and considered all the information, they will either issue a proposed Statement, or they will write to you explaining their reasons for not issuing a Statement of Special Educational Needs and will issue a Note in Lieu.

