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Statutory Assessment – Frequently Asked Questions
What happens when a statement has been prepared for my child?

Before the Local Authority writes a final statement, they will send you a ‘proposed statement’ which is a draft of the statement they intend to issue. This is a document for discussion.

All the reports and evidence gathered during the statutory assessment should be with the statement and will make up the appendices. 

All the professionals who were involved with the statutory assessment should also be sent copies of the proposed statement, including your child’s school. However, you as parents, are the only people who can ask for changes to be made.

When will I receive a copy of my child’s proposed statement?

No later than 12 weeks after the statutory assessment began.

Once I have received a copy of my child’s proposed statement, what do I need to do?

You must be organised and act quickly, as you only have 15 days in which to respond. If someone is helping you, parent partnership can offer this support; make sure you give them a copy of the statement and all the reports immediately. It is a good idea to make an extra copy of everything for you, so that you can make notes on one and keep the other one clean. 

You may also find it helpful to separate all the reports and allocate a different highlighter colour to each report. Read each report alongside the statement. When you find the same paragraph in both the report and in the statement, highlight both in the allocated report. Once you have done this with all the reports, the statement should be fully coloured in. It then makes it easier to see what information from the reports has not been included, as these sections will remain white. You can then decide if you feel these sections are important, and if so, ask the Local Authority to include them. Remember, you can only ask for information to be added to the proposed statement if it is in one of the reports.  

It is important to make sure the statement is clear about your child’s difficulties and the exact help they need. For example, would a new teacher reading it for the first time be able to work out your child’s main learning difficulties. 

· Checking Part 2

Make sure all of your child’s difficulties are described in this section. Are there any needs that professionals have discussed in their report, that are not included? If there are, make a note of them. Is the statement clear about which difficulties are most serious or does it look as though they are all of equal importance? Is this the same as your list of the difficulties order of importance?

· Checking Part 3

Are the objectives right?
Do they cover each of your child’s needs? Are they clear and practical? Compare the objectives with what aims you have for your child. Make a note of any gaps or anything you disagree with.

Does the help match the needs?

Look at all the difficulties listed in Part 2. It is important that there is help to match every difficulty described in Part 2. Do any professionals recommend any help in their reports which have not been added which you feel are important? Make a note of anything or any gaps.
It is extremely important that the statements says how much help and support your child will get and how often. Words like the list below leave up to individual interpretation and may mean your child might not get the help they need.

· Access to...

· Regular help...

· Small group work...

· Opportunities for...

Is the help described in detail?

Sometimes statements can be vague or hard to understand. If the statement is vague, it will be hard later on to ensure your child is receiving the right help and support. To be clear about what your child’s help will amount to on a typical day at school, ask yourself the following:

· What type of help my child will get? For example, equipment, learning support, teaching programme, speech therapy, behaviour support etc.

· Who will give the help?

· Do they need particular qualifications or experience?

· How many hours of extra help are there?

· How often will the help happen?

· What teaching strategies will staff use?

· Will teaching be one to one or in small groups?

· If teaching is in groups, how big will they be?

· How will they know if the help is working?

· How often will they check progress?

· How will I be involved? 

If your child needs help during break times and lunch breaks, check that these periods will be covered.

It is also important to consider what would happen if there are changes at school.

· What would happen if the usual teacher is away? Who will tell the supply teacher about your child’s needs?

· What will happen if the teaching assistant is away? Will there be anyone else to help your child?

· What will happen on school trips? Does the statement include the extra help and support your child may need?

· If your child’s condition or disability means they have days when they have more problems than others, does the statement include extra help for the ‘bad’ days?

· Checking Part 4

Part 4 in a proposed statement will always be blank; this is to allow you to say which school you would like your child to attend. You have the right to say which state school you want your child to attend, either mainstream or special. 

Most children with a statement of special educational needs attend a mainstream school.

If your child is already in school you may want them to stay in the same school. You can also ask for a different mainstream school or a special school. This can be a special school in your own Local Authority area or in another area.
The Local Authority must consider your preference of schools and agree as long as:

· The school you choose is suitable for your child’s age, ability, skills and special educational need

· Your child’s attendance will not compromise the education of other children already attending the school

· Placing your child in the school will be an efficient use of the Local Authority’s resources.

You may want your child to go to a school that is not run by the Local Authority, a non maintained special school or an independent school that can meet your child’s needs. 

The Local Authority will consider your preference carefully, but if there is a suitable state school, the Local Authority has no duty to spend public money on a place for your child at a non maintained or independent school.

Deciding which school you would like your child to go to is an important decision. Gather as much information as you can and go and visit different provisions. Take your child’s proposed statement with you and ask the school how they would propose to meet your child’s needs.

· Checking Parts 5 and 6

Parts 3 and 4 of the statement are legally binding on the Local Authority. However this does not apply to Parts 5 and 6 and there is no duty on the Local Authority to  provide any help or support which is written in Part 6.

It is important to make sure that any difficulties described in Part 5 should not be in Part 2 and whether the help and support in Part 6 should be in Part 3. For example, Speech and Language input should be described in Part 3 and not in Part 6 as a child needs that help in order to access the curriculum.

Other therapies may appear in Part 6, for example help for medical needs. However if you feel there is an educational need which means the therapy should be in Part 3, ask for Parts 2 and 3 to reflect this.

If it appears in both Parts 3 and 6 the Local Authority still have to make sure your child receives the help and support.

How do I state my views?

Remember you only have 15 days to respond to the Local Authority about the proposed statement. If for any reason you are unable to respond within this time period, it is important to contact your named officer and ask for an extension. 

The named officer must meet with you if you want to ask about the statement. Take your proposed statement and the notes you have made with you. Decide which parts are most important before you meet.

Alternatively, you could put your views in writing to your named officer.

If you ask for amendments to be made and the Local Authority agrees, you will be sent an amended proposed statement.
When will I get my child’s final statement?

Eight weeks are you received the proposed statement the Local Authority must send you a copy of your child’s final statement. The statement comes into force as soon as the statement is finalised.  

If you are unable to reach an agreement with the Local Authority, they will finalise the statement. You will then be able to appeal to the SEN and Disability Tribunal. You can only appeal once you have received the final statement and your appeal must be lodged within a two months. Further details of your right to appeal will be sent to you with the final statement. 
