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The government has missed an opportunity to create a national framework for special needs education, MPs said today. 

The chairman of the children, schools and families select committee, Barry Sheerman, called the government's response to his predecessor committee's report on special educational needs (SEN) assessment and funding "very disappointing". 

The government response included asking Brian Lamb, chairman of the special educational consortium of voluntary, local government and professional bodies, to look at ways of increasing parents' confidence in the system. It also promised to pilot a scheme aimed at making the assessment of SEN more "holistic" and publish guidance on the role of educational psychologists. 

Sheerman said: "As a committee we believe the government's response is a missed opportunity. We welcome some of the commitments the government makes, but we are very disappointed at its reply on the major issue." 

He said it appeared the government was still "unwilling to concede that a national framework for special needs education, and provision maps for each area, should be introduced to make the system more transparent and allow parents to make more informed decisions". 

"For the government to say that the SEN code of practice provides the national framework is to misunderstand what the committee recommended," he added. "We were seeking a framework for provision, not a framework for procedure." 

The government said its proposals showed it was "responsive" to parents' genuine concerns about how their children's needs have been assessed, how their cases have been handled and the provision that is made for their children. 

Ofsted is to conduct a review of SEN next year. Sheerman said he hoped the government would be willing to act on any recommendations by the schools watchdog, but the committee would continue to hold the government to account on SEN in the meantime. 

If a private members' bill now on its way through parliament is made law it will force the government to gather more data on children with SEN. 

The bill, proposed by Sharon Hodgson, Labour MP for Gateshead East and Washington West, whose son has severe dyslexia, was passed unopposed at its second reading on Friday.

