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20 March 2008

Children and young people must be given the support they need to overcome speech, language and communications difficulties so they enjoy the same opportunities to learn, socialise and succeed as anyone else, according to an interim report presented by John Bercow MP to the Secretaries of State for Health and for Children, Schools and Families.

The Bercow Review, which the Government commissioned in September 2007, aims to improve services for children and young people from birth to 19 who have speech, language and communications difficulties, which could range from a delay in speaking to a severe stammer, or could be related to other disabilities such as autism or cerebral palsy.

The interim report highlights the main issues and has identified five key themes: 

· Speech, language and communication are essential life skills and a fundamental human right - they should be a priority for all in the system; 

· Early identification of problems and intervention are essential to avoiding social and economic problems later in life; 

· Services should be a continuous process from an early age - not just the odd sessions or for very young children - and designed with the needs of the family in mind, making them easy to access; 

· Joint working between services and with families is critical. Local authorities, primary care trusts and other services need to cooperate more; and 

· The current system is patchy – there is in effect a ‘postcode lottery’.

John Bercow’s final report, with recommendations to Government, will be published in July 2008.

For a copy of the interim report and further information please go to: 

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/bercowreview/
