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Overview

Section 38 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 requires governing bodies of maintained schools, primary, secondary, special and pupil referral units, to promote pupils' well-being. This duty came into force in September 2007 and has been subsequently applied to new academies through their funding agreements. The Department for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on draft non-statutory guidance on this role.

The guidance describes what is meant by well-being; the school's role in promoting it; the support which schools should expect from their local authority and other partners in the local Children's Trust; the importance of schools engaging with Children's Trusts in the planning and commissioning of services to promote children's well-being; and the approach schools should take in school self-evaluation to reviewing their priorities for promoting well-being.

The consultation ends on 25 September, and is relevant both to schools and to local authorities and other Children's Trust partners. Final guidance will be published in 2009.

New school-level indicators of well-being, to be reflected in Ofsted's inspection framework from September 2009, are being developed, and there will be a separate consultation later in 2008 on the proposals for improving the relevant data and evidence.

