DEPARTMENT FOR CHILDREN, SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES – NEWS BULLETIN 07.11.08

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT ACTIVITES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE – ARRIVING IN YOUR AREA SOON

07 November 2008 

77 Local Authorities will receive additional funding of £25k each to provide activities on Friday and Saturday nights in neighbourhoods where crime and anti-social behaviour are a concern, Beverley Hughes Children and Young People’s Minister announced today on a visit to Bolton Lads and Girls club. 

The vast majority of young people say they want more positive things to do and places to go in their local areas. This is especially important in neighbourhoods where youngsters might otherwise drift into anti-social behaviour or crime. Young people themselves will decide the activities on offer and this could range from dry nightclubs (minus alcohol) or sports activities. 
Today’s announcement forms part of a broader drive to ensure young people have access to activities at the times they want and need. Ensuring youth centres stay open late at weekends and evenings, particularly on Friday and Saturday nights is a key part of Government’s approach to tackling and preventing youth crime through the Youth Crime Action Plan and the Tackling Knifes Action Programme. 
Ed Balls, Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families, said: “Young people tell us that they want more things to do on Friday and Saturday nights and so we are giving 77 local areas an extra £25,000 each. Preventing young people from getting into trouble by offering them positive activities is the best way to tackle the minority of young people who cause disruption. 
“This money will help make sure young people are interested in spending their time constructively. Together with the community, young people themselves are best placed to decide what these activities should be. So as well as funding local areas we are providing them with support, information and continuous help to ensure the activities available are what young people want and are prepared to get involved with.” 
Beverley Hughes Children and Young People’s Minister said: “We know that Friday and Saturday nights are a hotspot time for anti-social behaviour particularly in disadvantaged areas that’s why we are investing additional funds to ensure young people have access to good quality positive activities at the times they want and need them. 
“Preventing young people from getting involved in antisocial behaviour or offending should be everyone’s responsibility and Government is playing its part by making sure the support and funding is available. This funding builds on the significant investment Government is making to improve the provision available to young people.” 
Home Secretary Jacqui Smith said: “There is no single solution to tackling youth crime - diversionary activities are just as important as tough enforcement. Friday and Saturday nights are clearly a time when many young people are at a loose end and we are committed to ensuring that they have access to clubs and activities that keep them out of trouble. This extra funding, which will also apply to the ten areas that are part of the Tackling Knives Action Programme, will ensure that young people across the country can socialise and learn new skills in a safe environment.” 
Chief Constable Ian McPherson (ACPO Children and Young People Lead) said: “This new funding is excellent news. Young people need interesting and safe places to go on Friday and Saturday nights – for their sake and for the sake of their communities.” 
Jeremy Glover MBE Chief Executive, Bolton Lads and Girls Club said: "This is great news - Youth Centres will be open when Young People want them to be open. Bolton Lads & Girls Club have opened our doors every Friday, Saturday & Sunday for the last 10 years." 
Fiona Blacke (Chief executive National Youth Agency) said: "Reshaping youth services to engage with young people in places and at times that meet their needs have to be at the centre of the new agenda. The additional resources from the Taskforce to promote Friday and Saturday night working in 77areas will provide a real stimulus to spread this good practice and give more opportunities to more young people." 

Editor's Notes
This press notice relates to 'England'


1. Providing access to positive activities at the times and places young people want is a key strand of Aiming high for young people: a ten year strategy for positive activities. Government is investing £840m through the Youth Opportunity Fund, Positive Activities for Young People and more recently through the myplace programme of investment in world class youth facilities to improve the offer available to young people. 


2. The 77 Local Authorities are areas that the Government is working with through the Youth crime Action Plan and the Tackling Knives Action programme. There are 81 areas in total. Funding will be confirmed with the remaining 4 areas at a later date. 


3. The 77 areas are listed below: 




Barking & Dagenham
Barnsley
Birmingham
Blackburn
Blackpool
Bolton
Bournemouth
Bradford
Brent
Brighton and Hove
Bristol
Bucks
Calderdale
Camden
Coventry
Croydon
Darlington
Derby
Doncaster
Durham
Enfield
Essex
Gateshead
Greenwich
Hackney
Halton
Hammersmith and Fulham
Haringey
Hartlepool
Islington
Kingston Upon Hull
Kirklees
Knowsley
Lambeth
Lancashire
Leeds
Leicester
Lewisham
Liverpool
Manchester
Middlesbrough
Newcastle upon Tyne
Newham
North East Lincolnshire
North Lincolnshire
North Tyneside
Nottingham
Oldham
Oxford
Peterborough
Plymouth 
Portsmouth
Reading
Redcar and Cleveland
Rochdale
Rotherham
Salford
Sandwell
Sheffield
Slough
South Tyneside
Southampton
Southend-on-Sea
Southwark
St Helens
Stockton-on-Tees
Stoke-on-Trent
Sunderland
Tameside
Thurrock
Torbay
Tower Hamlets
Trafford
Wakefield
Walsall
Wigan
Wirral

