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The key messages from the Audit Commission's study, Tired of hanging around- Using sport and leisure activities to prevent anti-social behaviour by young people, are: 

· Sport and leisure have an important role in preventing anti-social behaviour.

· Definitions and perceptions of anti-social behaviour differ, particularly between adults and young people. 

· Previous tools to tackle anti-social behaviour have focused on enforcement measures and this is shifting towards greater preventative measures. 

· Whilst councils and other local agencies provide or commission some activities, there is little evidence of comprehensive area based approaches. 

· Young people are rarely consulted when planning new activities. Young people want activities that are accessible, reliable, and relevant. 

· National funding arrangements are inefficient and projects have to deal with unreliable short-term funding that is expensive to administer. 

· Effective solutions will engage the young people at risk; they will be delivered through local joint working, and national and local funding is coordinated.

The study provides up to date information on the way forward for councils and their partners as well as making recommendations to central government. Council officers and people in the voluntary sector who are planning and delivering activities for young people will find it useful.  As will Lead Members on children's services, councillors involved in community safety and Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships (CDRPs) as well as ward councillors at both top tier authorities and district councils who have a role in listening to young people, engaging the community and voluntary agencies and partners to promote better relationships at local level and more activities for young people.  

