Consultation on Giving Children and Young People a Right to Appeal

Launch Date: Tuesday 28 April 2009 

Closing Date: Tuesday 21 July 2009 

A consultation on giving children and young people a right to appeal decisions regarding exclusions, SEN statements and assessments and to make disability discrimination claims in England.  
A young person's version of the consultation text will be added to the site shortly.
Summary
In line with the Government’s commitment to give young people more say in the processes and decisions that affect them, this consultation seeks the views of children and young people, parents, carers, governing bodies, local government, school staff, teaching and support staff unions (including professional bodies), Tribunal and independent appeal panel members, associated representative organisations and the voluntary sector on:

• the principle of giving children and young people ages 16 and over the right to appeal a decision to permanently exclude them from school; 

• the principle of giving children and young people the right to appeal special educational needs (SEN) statements and assessments and to make claims concerning disability discrimination; the age at which young people should be able do so; and the level of understanding required by children and young people to effectively exercise these rights, and whether a competency measure is required;

• whether existing systems are sufficient to support children and young people in exercising these rights, and the new right of young people to appeal a decision on admission from the age of 16; 

• handling disagreement between parents, children and young people about appeals; and

• how looked after children can be better supported to avoid or manage permanent exclusion within the secondary school environment.

This consultation will run for 12 weeks. Subject to the outcome of the consultation and the available funding, the Government will seek to introduce revised arrangements for young people’s appeals, and, where appropriate, to legislate to introduce the new arrangements.

· Read the consultation document on-line 

· Respond on-line 

· Equality Impact Assessment 

· Financial Impact Assessment 

· Consultation on Giving Children and Young People a Right to Appeal-Word document 

· Response Form -Word Document 

· Consultation on Giving Children and Young People a Right to Appeal -PDF 

