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Education White Paper Briefing - Your child, your schools, our future: building a 21st century schools system

A briefing for parent partnership services
This briefing provides parent partnership services with a summary of the Government’s schools white paper as the proposals relate to children with SEN and disabilities.
Contents

1) The pupil guarantee

2) The parent  guarantee

3) School Report Cards
4) Buildings and ICT

5) Workforce development

1) The pupil guarantee (pages 26-37) 

Behaviour

· The Government will support the teaching workforce to develop further skills in helping those pupils, including those with learning difficulties, that need extra support to improve their behaviour 

· Where underlying learning difficulties give rise to behavioural problems, the Government is addressing this through the development of Behaviour and Attendance Partnerships and providing alternative provision.

Curriculum 

· The Government will implement the conclusions of the reviews of the National Curriculum for primary and secondary schools;
· The Government will increase flexibility for schools to tailor teaching to their circumstances, and particularly to provide catch-up support for those at risk of falling behind in English and mathematics;
· The Government will maintain a focus on achievement in literacy, numeracy and ICT. 

Providing additional support 

· Personal Tutors will give personalised support to every secondary school pupil, from September 2010 
· Where a child “falls behind”, they will receive additional support through small-group or one-to-one tuition, as currently provided in the Every Child a Writer, Every Child a Reader and Every Child Counts programmes.

· Every child who has fallen behind during Key Stage 2 or by the start of secondary school has an entitlement to extra support - a guarantee of ten hours of one-to-one catch-up tuition.

· For children who are not secure in English and mathematics at the expected level (National Curriculum Level 4) when they start secondary school, the Government will guarantee them one-to-one or small group catch-up tuition in Year 7. 

· Where problems are more serious, or there are specific learning difficulties, the Government will ensure that specialist support is available, such as in response the Rose’s report on dyslexia. 

· The Government will introduce a ‘progress check’ assessment in Year 7, for every child receiving that additional support. The Government will consult on the details of the assessment arrangements. 
· Early intervention, to be carried out by multi-agency teams based in schools or very closely associated with them, will to be set out within local authorities’ Children and Young People’s Plan (CYPP).

Health and wellbeing

· School Health Teams will be developed, based around school nursing services, and will provide a universal preventative service, including a focus on those children with additional needs or at greater risk. This will mean pupils, families and schools. The Government will publish guidance on this later this year.
· Every pupil will receive personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE) from September 2011.
2) The parent  guarantee (pages 37-42)

Behaviour
· A new Home School Agreement will give specific responsibilities to parents, particularly in reference to their child’s behaviour.
· Schools will have more power to enforce the Home School Agreement where they feel a parent is not addressing the behaviour of their child.
Engagement

· The views of parents on how their child’s school is doing will be sought and included in the School Report Card

· Parents’ views of the additional needs of their child will be taken into account when the child joins the school and if problems occur.

· The Government intends to place a new requirement, in law, on local authorities to gather parents’ views on the secondary school places available in their area and ask parents whether they are satisfied with the quality and range of provision they are able to choose from.

Information

· Parents will be able to access a member of staff who knows their child well – a named Personal Tutor in secondary schools or their child’s teacher in primary schools

· Parents will be helped to understand their child’s individual learning and development priorities and their child’s particular needs

· Parents will  have real-time information on their child’s behaviour, attendance, SEN, progress and attainment online in secondary schools by 2010 and in primary schools by 2012

· Parents will receive information about catch-up support for pupils starting secondary school behind national expectations, plus information on their child’s progress, including the results of a new Year 7 progress check

3) School Report Card (pages 62-65)

· The School Report Card Prospectus outlines the focus on pupil attainment, progress, and wellbeing; a school’s success in reducing the impact of disadvantage; and parents’ and pupils’ views of the school and the support they are receiving. The Prospectus considers which indicators might underpin these performance categories, including recognition of functional skills qualifications.

· The outcome of the recent Ofsted/DCSF consultation on wellbeing indicators, also published with the White Paper, establishes a range of data that schools should be collecting and using to evaluate their contribution to pupils’ wellbeing. 

· We anticipate that the School Report Card will draw on this data, including the views of parents and pupils gathered through perception surveys, although we would only expect to use some of the indicators identified. To ensure that the School Report Card can reflect this important information, we intend to legislate to ensure that schools have a duty to report such data.

4) Buildings and ICT (pages 75-76)

· The Government will support the personalisation of pupils’ learning through a design toolkit that will be applied in our school building programmes — drawing on the current pilot exercise bringing pedagogy and design together.
· The  co‑location of services in schools will be developed and bring a range of services for children, young people and families together on a single site. 

· Additional services will be co-located with schools, or schools may sub-commission or directly employ additional staff. These decisions will be made locally as part of schools’ role within the Children’s Trust

5) Workforce development (pages 91-93)

· All staff within a school will be trained and supported in their current roles and be given the opportunity to develop their skills and progress in their careers. Schools will need to make effective use of support staff to improve standards.

· Teams working within the school will be developed to address pupils’ wider needs. This includes going further in ensuring staff working with children with special educational needs and disabilities are able to improve the progress and outcomes of these children. 

The full White Paper can be found here:

http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=Cm+7588 
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