If you are interested in participating, please contact the NAS directly (contact details are at the bottom of this notice).
Information on CAMHS focus groups:
 

The NAS Policy and Campaigns team are planning a campaign on Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS). They are currently in the research stage and are planning some focus groups with parents and one-to-o
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The NAS Policy and Campaigns team are planning a campaign on Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS). They are currently in the research stage and are planning some focus groups with parents and one-to-one interviews with young people to find out about experiences of CAMHS and suggestions for improvement. 
 

They are looking for people who are willing to talk about their child's experiences of CAMHS. It would also be great if your children were willing to talk about their experiences too, but this is not compulsory.
 

The dates, locations and recruits needed are as follows:
 

    July 29th 2009 - London - ages under 10
    August 5th 2009 - Leeds - ages under 10 and 11-15 
    August 12th 2009 - London - ages 16-18
(we are particularly struggling to find under 10s)
 

They will cover transport costs, provide childcare (including the children participating and their siblings), lunch and refreshments and "thank-you" vouchers for participating. They have drafted introductory letters for each age group that explain the research and should answer any questions people might have; all four are attached to this email.
 

They are looking for people with all manner of mental health conditions and from across the autism spectrum, particularly those with a diagnosis of autism with accompanying learning disability as they are under-represented in our recruits so far. They are also keen to hear from people who have had positive as well as those who have had negative experiences so we can make recommendations for good practice.
 

If you have any questions or suggestions please contact Tom Madders (Policy and Parliamentary Officer - Health and Social Care) on 020 7903 3558 or at tom.madders@nas.org.uk 
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