03 August 2009

New inspection focus on children with special educational needs and disabilities
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Ed Balls, Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families, today announced plans to strengthen inspection law so schools are assessed on how they support children with special educational needs (SEN) and disabilities.

The Secretary of State also plans to give greater rights to parents unhappy with their child’s statement of SEN. This will give parents more say over the objectives set for their child.

These announcements come as the Government accepts recommendations in reports published today by expert Brian Lamb, in advance of his wider review of the SEN system.

Continuing a drive to improve services for children with SEN, Ed Balls set out plans to ensure outcomes for these children are a top priority for Ofsted inspectors. Changing the law on school inspection will give parents greater confidence in the importance schools place on supporting children with SEN. 

The new appeal rights given to parents will help ensure that SEN statements are up to date and an effective way of monitoring the progress of their child. Where parents have had a statement reviewed but not amended by the local authority, they will have a new right of appeal at this stage.

Ed Balls said:

The most recent evidence shows that schools are continuing to improve the progress made by children with special educational needs, but more can be done. By making the achievements of children with SEN a top priority for Ofsted inspectors, alongside the extra funding and guidance we are giving schools, we will help to ensure these children make good and continuing progress.

We also need to be sure that children with SEN are set realistic but stretching objectives. If a parent is unhappy with their child’s statement it is right that they should have more powers to appeal the local authority’s decision.

Futher information
A copy of Brian Lamb’s letter and reports to the Secretary of State can be found at the DCSF’s dedicated site
