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NPPN Digest (week ending 22nd January 2010)
Pushing for Change: The Role of Disabled People’s Organisations in developing Young Disabled Leaders of the Future

Published by The Alliance for Inclusive Education, January 2010

http://www.allfie.org.uk/docs/Pushing%20for%20Change.pdf
Free laptops and broadband for 270,000 families across the country (PPI Digest w/e 15th Jan 2010)
The Prime Minister and Ed Balls have announced the national roll out of a scheme to give 270,000 low income families a free computer and free broadband access. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0011
Ed Balls launches consultation on pupil and parent guarantees/ Government responds to consultation on Home Education (PPI Digest w/e 15th Jan 2010)

Details of the currently existing and new guarantees that parents and pupils can expect from schools have been revealed, as Ed Balls launched a consultation alongside the second reading of the Children, Schools and Families Bill. 
See also Consultations 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0013
CAFCASS - Parenting Information Programme to tender (PPI Digest w/e 15th Jan 2010)

Cafcass is working with the DCSF to extend provision of the Parenting Information Programme. Courts can direct or order parents to attend activities to help them improve or maintain contact with their children. This includes attendance at Parenting Information Programmes that support parents to think through how they can best support their children through the separation and beyond. The new tendering opportunity is primarily aimed at filling gaps in the existing provision. The closing date for Pre-Qualification Questionnaire 21 January 2010. 

http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/system_page/contact_activities/programme_to_tender.aspx
 Schools Minister launches ‘Scimorph’(PPI Digest w/e 15th Jan 2010)
Vernon Coaker, Schools Minister, has launched a new science resource for children starting secondary school. Developed in consultation with the Science Learning Centres, 'Scimorph' reflects core components of the Key Stage 2 science curriculum. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0015 
GCSE results published (PPI Digest w/e 15th Jan 2010)
Schools Minister Vernon Coaker has congratulated pupils, teachers and schools as the new figures are published. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0014
National adverts to raise awareness of dangers of alcohol for young people (PPI Digest w/e 15th Jan 2010)
Children’s Secretary Ed Balls has joined forces with comedian Bill Bailey to launch a new national advertising campaign to raise awareness of how alcohol can make young people vulnerable to problems such as unwanted pregnancies, road traffic accidents and poor marks at school. The advertisements ask young people and their parents ‘why let drink decide?’ and aims to help parents work with their children to establish a safe and sensible relationship with alcohol. 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0016
Yvette Cooper calls on businesses to offer employment and work experience (PPI Digest w/e 15th Jan 2010)
Asda, British Airways, Macmillan Cancer Support and Microsoft have signed up to the Backing Young Britain campaign to create new opportunities for thousands of young people during the recession. Yvette Cooper, Secretary of State for Work and Pensions is calling on more British businesses to Back Young Britain and wants them to offer a job, apprenticeship or work experience. 
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/newsroom/press-releases/2010/january-2010/dwp006-10-140110.shtml
Thalidomide survivors (PPI Digest w/e 15th Jan 2010)
Statement by Mike O’Brien, Minister of State, Department of Health, advising that the government is to fund a £20 million, three-year pilot scheme to help meet the health needs of thalidomide survivors in a more personalised way. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100114/debtext/100114-0006.htm#10011456000006
Public consultation on the introduction of the Pupil and Parent Guarantees (PPI Digest w/e 15th Jan 2010) 
This consultation sets out the full text of the Pupil and Parent Guarantees and seeks views on whether the requirements for pupils, parents, schools and Local Authorities are clear and understandable, whether all the ‘musts' and ‘shoulds' detailed in the guarantees are correct and whether the responsibilities and entitlements for schools, pupils and parents are correctly balanced. 

Launch Date: 11 January 2010 

Closing Date: 5 April 2010 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1692&external=no&menu=1
Home education: registration and monitoring proposals - Response to consultation (PPI Digest w/e 15th Jan 2010)  
Department for Children, Schools and Families 

This is a summary of responses to a consultation on proposals for a registration scheme and arrangements for the monitoring of provision of home education. 

Published 11 January 2010 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=conResults&external=no&consultationId=1643&menu=3
Guidance on looked after children with special educational needs placed out-of-authority (PPI Digest w/e 15th Jan 2010)  
Department for Children, Schools and Families 

This guidance aims to outline local authorities’ responsibilities for meeting the special educational needs of looked after children who are placed out-of-authority, and explains how these responsibilities operate. 

Published 11 January 2010 

http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00060-2010& 
TreeHouse concerned about Conservatives’ drive towards more discipline in schools (PPI Digest w/e 15th Jan 2010)  
http://www.24dash.com/news/Central_Government/2010-01-19-TreeHouse-concerned-about-Conservatives-drive-towards-more-discipline-in-schools
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