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Government acts to break through glass ceiling on social mobility (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)

Business Minister, Pat McFadden, confirmed the Government’s commitment to promoting the aspirations of all young people, whatever their background, and putting social mobility at the heart of plans for growth and success in the global economy. 

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=410386&SubjectId=2
Ed Balls writes to Sir Roger Singleton to ask for views on physical punishment (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)

Secretary of State Ed Balls has written to Sir Roger Singleton, the Chief Adviser on the Safety of Children, to ask for his initial views in the next week on the use of physical punishment in part-time educational and learning settings, in which adults may be able to rely on the defence of reasonable punishment. Mr Balls says he wants to establish a clear understanding of the issues. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/news/index.cfm?event=news.item&id=ed_balls_writes_to_sir_roger_singleton_to_ask_for_views_on_physical_punishment
New programme to tackle health inequalities through working together (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)

Gillian Merron, the Public Health Minister, has announced that a new programme in thirty areas of the country will support the health service and local public sector organisations to work together to reduce inequalities by tackling local challenges. Healthy Places, Healthy Lives will encourage local leadership on the health inequalities agenda and share learning. 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/News/Recentstories/DH_111274
New vaccine to provide increased protection against septicaemia and pneumococcal meningitis (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)

Public Health Minister Gillian Merron has announced that a replacement vaccine, which will protect children against a greater number of strains of the pneumococcal bacteria, is to be introduced into the routine Childhood Immunisation Programme later this spring. 

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/Content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=410399&SubjectId=2
New powers to tackle alcohol crime announced (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)

A ban on irresponsible drink promotions and a compulsory requirement to check under-18s for ID are among the final conditions of a proposed mandatory code for alcohol retailers announced by the Home Secretary, Alan Johnson. Following a nationwide consultation the government has set out five mandatory conditions to tackle alcohol-related crime and disorder. The age verification policy will come into effect on 1 October 2010, to give retailers time to prepare. 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/powers-tackle-alcohol-crime.html 
Government sets out new package of measures to help the family (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)

Ed Balls has today announced a new package of measures to support families in the 21st century. ‘Support for All – the Families and Relationships Green Paper’ sets out how the Government can support all families, help to prevent and resolve marriage and relationship breakdown, support and recognise dads and grandparents, improve flexible working for families, and give more targeted support to families in need. As part of the Green Paper, Ed Balls and Justice Secretary Jack Straw have also launched a major review into the family justice system to reduce conflict and promote earlier resolution of problems. 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0018
Fundamental review of the family justice system announced (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)

An expert panel will examine reform of the current family justice system in England and Wales so that it better supports children and parents under a wide-ranging review announced by the Ministry of Justice. The review will look at the best methods for avoiding confrontational court hearings, and encouraging the use of mediation to deliver fairer and less acrimonious settlements that place the needs and interests of children at the heart of the system. 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease200110a.htm
Children in care - speech by Baroness Delyth Morgan (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)

Transcript of a speech given at the Barnardo's conference held at the Royal Society of Arts by Children's Minister Delyth Morgan in which she talks about the government's support for families and for children in care.     http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/speeches/search_detail.cfm?ID=979
Government expands Family Intervention Projects (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)

The Prime Minister and Children and Families Minister Dawn Primarolo have announced a further 88 new Family Intervention Projects across the country and a further £2.6m of funding for local authorities to start or expand FIPs in their region. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0020
John Denham – more help for traditional working class communities (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)

Communities Secretary John Denham has named a further 49 neighbourhoods to be involved in the Connecting Communities programme and announced £20m extra funding for next year. Connecting Communities is designed to support those traditional working class areas of the country that have been worst hit by the economic recession. 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1442267
Greater media scrutiny necessary to increase accountability in family courts (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)

Legislative proposals included in the Children, Schools and Families Bill should encourage media attendance at family court cases, the Ministry of Justice said this week. This comes after a study found attendance has been limited since access was granted in April 2009. The proposed legislation aims to build on a rule change last April which permitted accredited media to attend most family cases, by allowing journalists to report the substance of cases whilst protecting the anonymity of children and families involved.
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease210110a.htm
Criminal Records Bureau (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)

Westminster Hall debate introduced by Edward Vaizey (Wantage). Mr Vaizey discussed the delay in getting a CRB check, the number of CRB applications someone has to make to cover the various roles that they might have that involve working with children, the inappropriate application of CRB checks for casual and informal arrangements, and the provision within the Police Act 1997 that allows unproven allegations to appear on a CRB file. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100120/halltext/100120h0010.htm#10012065000001
Family and Relationships policy (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010) 
Statement by Ed Balls, Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families, announcing the publication of the Green Paper Support for All: The Family and Relationships. Mr Balls said “This Green Paper sets out a wide range of measures to support all families as they bring up their children and to help families cope with times of stress and difficulty. They recognise that while all families need some help, there are families in our society with complex needs and others who require additional-and sometimes non-negotiable-support. Some of the policy proposals can be implemented straight away; others are for consultation or will take longer to put into place”. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100120/wmstext/100120m0001.htm#10012063000011
Additional paternity leave and pay: final impact assessment (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills 

Introducing additional paternity leave and pay aims to give families more choice about their caring arrangements during the first year of life. This document assesses the impact of the proposals. 

http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file54236.pdf
The Baby Peter effect and the increase in s31 care order applications 
CAFCASS (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)
In order to find out what sort of cases were being submitted to court as part of this rise in applications Cafcass has conducted a small scale study. This project focused on care applications made in the three weeks after 11 November 2008, following the initial publicity surrounding the trial of those responsible for Baby Peter’s death. The research found that in the vast majority (98%) of cases referred to in survey responses, Cafcass staff believed that the cases allocated to them were either appropriately timed, or should have been brought to court by the local authority earlier than they were. The study concluded that although the increase in care applications could be attributed to the ‘Baby Peter effect’, local authorities had taken the appropriate action in making these applications. 
http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/news/2010/quarter_three_care_statistics.aspx
Understanding the needs of adults (particularly parents) regarding relationship support (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)
Institute of Health and Society, Newcastle University/Family and Parenting Institute for the DCSF 
This research sought to enhance understanding of how adults form and manage relationships and the stressors which can damage these relationships and how they cope with these. Identification of the relationship support needs of adults in different personal circumstances, and in a variety of relationship types, was examined. Evidence was gathered which could guide the development of new policy initiatives. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DCSF-RBX-10-01.pdf
Sherbert Research for the DCSF (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)
This research sought to understand parents’ reactions to the proposition that “Strong, stable family relationships have positive benefits for children, adults, communities and society” and ascertain the role that parents think ‘the State’ should play in strengthening relationships. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15927&type=5&resultspage=1
Getting advice: a report of children’s experience by the Children’s Rights Director for England (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010)
This report is based on the experiences of 351 children and young people in care and care leavers on their experiences with getting advice from social workers, foster carers, friends, parents, teachers, siblings and doctors. 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Care/Children-s-rights/Getting-advice
Citizenship established? Citizenship in schools 2006/09 (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010) 
This report shows that the teaching of citizenship is improving but some schools have limited understanding of what is required to provide effective citizenship education. The best schools do not just teach citizenship in classrooms, but help pupils become active citizens as well, by giving them opportunities to take on leadership roles in their school community, through volunteering or community action, or as part of a school council. 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Citizenship-established-Citizenship-in-schools-2006-09
Children in out-of-work benefit households (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010) 
These figures show the numbers of children living in households where at least one parent or guardian claimed one or more of the following out-of-work benefits: Job Seekers’ Allowance, Income Support, Incapacity Benefit/Severe Disablement Allowance, or Pension Credit at May 2008. There were 2.40 million children living in an out of work benefit household at May 2008, representing 1.27 million households. 
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd1/ben_hholds/child_ben_hholds.asp
Lone parents receiving JSA (PPI Digest wk ending 22nd Jan 2010) 

The key points from the January 2010 release are: there are 50,265 thousand JSA Lone Parent claimants at November 2009. This is an increase of 39,880 thousand from November 2008; At November 2009, 42,015 thousand JSA Lone parents are female and 8,250 thousand are male; Where their ethnicity is known, 79% of JSA Lone Parents are white at November 2009. 
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd1/jsa/lone_parents/jsalp.asp
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