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NPPN Digest (week ending 12th March 2010)
Update on products free of colours associated with hyperactivity (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)
The Food Standards Agency has updated its list of product ranges that do not contain the six food colours associated with possible hyperactivity in young children. 

http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2010/mar/colours
More support and new centre for children who stammer (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)
A further £500,000 has been announced by Schools Secretary, Ed Balls to help fund a new centre which will provide early intervention and support for children and young people who stammer. The funding is supporting the ARSC (Association for Research into Stammering in Childhood) Appeal for a new centre of excellence in West Yorkshire to complement the existing centre in London. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0050
Schools Minister announces £11.8m for over 1,500 new maths specialist primary teachers (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)
1,500 more primary teachers will receive training to become mathematics specialists thanks to an £11.8m investment, Schools Minister Diana Johnson has announced. 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0051
CWDC responds to needs of 16-19 year old college-based learners (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)
http://www.cwdcouncil.org.uk/news/3360_correction-re-issued-press-notice-cwdc-responds-to-needs-of-16-19-year-old-college-based-learners
Protecting children (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)
The Home Secretary, Alan Johnson, has announced the roll-out of a scheme aimed at improving protection for children. The child sex offender disclosure scheme gives members of the public a formal mechanism to make enquires about people who are in contact with children. Piloted in four police areas over the past year, the scheme will roll out to a further 18 police force areas from August and will reach all forces by the end of March 2011. 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/child-sex-offenders-disclosure.html
New Active Lifestyle programme to help schools target children who are less physically active (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)
A new team of specially trained coaches are being deployed to help children become more active. The new Active Lifestyle Coaches are people who the children know well, but are specially trained and come from a range of backgrounds. They may be teaching assistants or parents, and will help motivate the children to do at least one extra hour of physical activity per week. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0055
Schools Minister takes action to prepare young people for employment (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)
Iain Wright, Schools Minister, has announced a new drive to create the next generation of entrepreneurs and give young people the skills they need to achieve in the world of work. Speaking at the annual Specialist Schools and Academies Trust Business and Enterprise conference, Mr Wright announced two new Business Mentoring Champions. Mr Wright also launched a good practice guide for schools so they can embed enterprise education throughout the curriculum. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0056
Ed Balls acts to increase supply of teachers for most severely disabled children (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/news/index.cfm?event=news.item&id=ed_balls_acts_to_increase_supply_of_teachers_for_most_severely_disabled_children
Young people not in education, employment or training (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)
Commons Children, Schools and Families Committee. Uncorrected transcript of oral evidence given on 24 February 2010. Iain Wright, Minister for 14 to 19 Reform and Apprenticeships, and Chris Heaume, Chief Executive, Central London Connexions, gave evidence. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmselect/cmchilsch/uc316-v/uc31602.htm
Ofsted inspection of children’s services (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)
Commons Children, Schools and Families Committee. Corrected transcript of oral evidence given on 20 January 2010. Dame Denise Platt, Audit Commissioner and former Chair of the Commission for Social Care Inspection, Kim Bromley-Derry, President, Association of Directors of Children's Services, Tony Howell, Director of Children's Services, Birmingham City Council, Nick Jarman, Director of Children's Services, Doncaster Council, and Councillor Shireen Ritchie, Chair, Children and Young People Board, Local Government Association, gave evidence. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmselect/cmchilsch/c276-i/c27602.htm
Learning outside the classroom (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010) 
Commons Children, Schools and Families Committee. Uncorrected transcript of oral evidence given on 3 March 2010. Robert Gray, Campaigns Director, Countryside Alliance, Robert Lucas, Chief Executive, Field Studies Council, Andy Simpson, Head of Youth and Education, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, Anthony Thomas, Chair, Council for Learning Outside the Classroom, and Sir Mike Tomlinson, Education Consultant, gave evidence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmselect/cmchilsch/uc418-i/uc41802.htm
Education: teaching excellence (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)
Debate introduced by Baroness Shephard of Northwold, calling attention “to the significance for society and the economy of policies to provide and support teaching excellence in schools, colleges and universities”. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/100304-0002.htm#10030444000580
Pupils with severe, profound and multiple learning difficulties (teachers) (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)
Statement by Ed Balls, Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families, advising that the government accepts all the recommendations in Toby Salt’s review of the barriers to the supply of adequately trained teachers for pupils with severe, profound and multiple learning difficulties. Mr Balls said that the DCSF will publish a plan later this month setting out how the Salt Review's recommendations will be implemented. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100305/wmstext/100305m0001.htm#100305
Protect, support, provide: examining the role played by grandparents in families at risk of poverty (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)  
Julia Griggs for Grandparents Plus and the Equality and Human Rights Commission 

The report reveals that grandparents who are filling the ‘care gap’ in some of Britain’s most vulnerable families are risking hardship themselves. It warns that two of the government’s aims are working in conflict with each other – increasing the numbers of lone parents in work and increasing the employment rate of older people as they approach retirement – as grandparents are providing free childcare instead of being at work themselves. This in turn could be undermining government attempts to both reduce child poverty and older people’s poverty. 

http://www.grandparentsplus.org.uk/reports.php
Children on rights and responsibilities: a report of children’s views by the Children’s Rights Director for England (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)   
1, 888 children and young people who were living away from home including in children’s homes, boarding schools, foster care, residential special schools and further education colleges took part in this survey. Protection from abuse, a right to an education and to be helped to keep alive and well are some of the most important rights that children want all young people to have. Along with having rights, children also expressed the view that this comes with responsibilities. 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Care/Children-s-rights/Children-on-rights-and-responsibilities
Salt Review: independent review of teacher supply for pupils with severe, profound and multiple learning difficulties (SLD and PMLD) (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)   
Toby Salt for the DCSF 

This is an independent review into teacher supply for pupils with severe, profound and multiple learning difficulties. In particular, it looks at the supply issues arising in the range of settings within which these children are educated, teacher progression through to school leadership, and Continuing Professional Development. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/saltreview/
Breaking the link between special educational needs and low attainment: everyone's business (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)   
Department for Children, Schools and Families 

This document is part of the Breaking the Link series published by DCSF. It considers what works well for local authorities and schools in improving outcomes for children with SEN. Key principles and guidance are suggested in areas of collaboration, leadership, teaching strategies, engaging parents, and wider wellbeing e.g. anti-bullying.

http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00213-2010
State of the countryside update: children and educational services (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)   
Commission for Rural Communities 

This report aims to extend and develop CRC’s understanding of the statistical picture of children and young people in rural England. Sections on: population and migration; well-being and disadvantage; free school meals; looked after children; children subject to a child protection plan; infant mortality; children’s centres and educational provision; distance to the nearest school; school closures; and extended services. 

http://www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk/publications/crcweb43stateofthecountrysideupdatechildrenandeducationalservices
Statistics on pupil progression in English and maths between KS1 and KS2 (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)   
National Indicators 93 and 94 - Percentage of pupils making two levels of progress in English and in mathematics between Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 in England 2008/09 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000916/index.shtml
GCSE attainment by pupil characteristics, in England 2008/09 – Amended (PPI Digest wk ending 5th March 2010)   
This Statistical First Release was originally released on 15 December and contained figures based on provisional data. It was withdrawn on 5 February following the identification of an error in the underlying database. It has now been re-released with revised data. 

Published 4 March 2010 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000900/index.shtml
The National Parent Partnership Network new website has now gone live. Details are listed below. 
http://www.parentpartnership.org.uk

