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NPPN Digest (week ending 19th March 2010)
EDCM news: Government survey – majority of families with disabled children still not receiving care services and lack
http://www.ncb.org.uk/edcm/news/news_archive/2010_news_archive/march_2010/15_march_10_indicator_survey.aspx
Teachers to lead the way in preventing violence against women and girls (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010) 
Teachers and professionals working with children and young people will have new support and guidance to lead the way in cracking down on violence against women and girls, the Government has announced. Outlining the full response to a report from the Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) Advisory Group, the Government confirmed plans to revise training for new teachers and to include VAWG issues in the PSHE curriculum from 2011. 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0058
£418.3m for six new Building Schools for the Future projects (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)
Six more local authorities have been given the green-light to join the Building Schools for the Future programme, Schools Secretary Ed Balls and Schools Minister Vernon Coaker has announced. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0060
Extra money to help secure progress at ten schools (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010) 
Schools Minister Vernon Coaker has announced nearly £7 million of extra funding to help secure progress at ten schools across the country. The news signals ministers' approval of School Improvement Plans which has allowed the ten schools involved to become National Challenge Trust Schools or National Challenge Federations. 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0059
CEOP calls for social networking sites to ‘adopt the button’ to safeguard children (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010) 
The Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre said that all social networking providers need to adopt a one click button for children to get immediate police help. ‘CLICKCEOP’ was launched back in 2006 as an online button for young people to use whenever they are in danger online. It has already been adopted by hundreds of sites including MSN Live Messenger in the UK and AOL BEBO. 
http://www.ceop.gov.uk/mediacentre/pressreleases/2010/ceop_09032010.asp
Schools in every Local Authority to have a School Business Manager (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)
Primary schools will have access to up to a thousand extra school business managers under a scheme launched to help schools make their money go further. Ed Balls, Schools Secretary, has also confirmed details on how the Government will reduce spending by the DCSF and its partners. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0061
More help for professionals to spot children and young people at risk of gang involvement (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)
Teachers, youth workers, and children's social workers will receive new guidance to help them spot the signs of gang activity, Schools Minister Vernon Coaker has announced at the Tackling Serious Youth Violence conference. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0063
New measures to prevent the promotion of racism by teachers in schools (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)
The Government has accepted in full an independent review's call for an annual review on whether teachers belonging to racist organisations should be banned. The review also calls for measures to be strengthened to prevent the promotion of racism by teachers in schools but finds that measures currently in place to protect pupils from racist teachers are sufficient. http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/news/index.cfm?event=news.item&id=measures_to_be_strengthened_to_prevent_the_promotion_of_racism_by_teachers_in_schools
Children, Schools and Families Bill (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)
Second Reading in the House of Lords. Issues debated include: 

· Pupil and Parent Guarantees – attached to the complaints system, with both measures expected to commence from Sept 2011; opposition parties ask whether it is necessary to place these in law 

· Home school agreements – will they be an additional bureaucratic burden on schools 

· Parental satisfaction surveys – potential costs to local authorities, and are they the best way to engage with parents 

· School Report Cards – lack of clarity about which measure is most important, and disagreement over whether an overall grade can provide real information to parents/pupils 

· Teacher license – whether this demonstrates a lack of trust in the teaching profession 

· Special educational needs – broad support for the measures in the Bill 

· Primary curriculum changes – opposed by the Conservatives 

· Statutory Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education – Church of England supports this measure, as do the Liberal Democrats. The Conservatives oppose it being made statutory. 

· Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) – minister confirms that faith schools will be required to deliver SRE in accordance with the principles set out in the Bill, but there is considerable debate about this issue. Also debates about parental right of withdrawal from SRE, and SRE for primary school age children 

· Elective home education – whether the proposals are too intrusive and undermine a parent’s right to educate their child at home 

· Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs) – power to gather information relevant to its functions, referring to Serious Case Reviews and whether or not they should be published in full, and also children’s concerns regarding confidentiality 

· Opening up media access to family courts – how the perceived loss of confidentiality/privacy could discourage children from disclosing personal information, and undermine the work of CAFCASS. Many commented on how the measures must ensure that the child’s welfare is paramount 

Clarifying the law on the reasonable chastisement defence and limit it to those with legal parental responsibility – when this might happen since the Secretary of State referred the matter on to Sir Roger Singleton 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/100308-0011.htm#10030854000239
“From Baker to Balls”: the foundations of the education system (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)
Commons Children, Schools and Families Committee. Uncorrected transcript of oral evidence given on 8 March 2010. Kenneth Baker, David Blunkett, Charles Clarke and Estelle Morris, former Secretaries of State for Education, gave evidence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmselect/cmchilsch/uc422-i/uc42202.htm
Secondary School Applications and Offers 2010 (Statistics) (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)  
Statement by Ed Balls, Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families, announcing the publication of the statistical release Secondary School Applications and Offers 2010. Mr Balls said that the schools admissions code had “outlawed unfair and covert admission practices which disadvantage low-income families” and “transformed the admissions system by placing parents and families at the heart of the process”. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100311/wmstext/100311m0001.htm#10031141000013
Violence Against Women and Children (Taskforce) (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)  
Statement by Ann Keen, Under-Secretary of State for Health, on the publication of the report from the independent Taskforce on the Health Aspects of Violence Against Women and Children (VAWC). The report identifies the role of the NHS in responding to women and children who are victims of violence.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100311/wmstext/100311m0001.htm#10031141000016
Spasticity in children: draft scope consultation(PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)   
This clinical guideline covers children and young people from birth up to their 19th birthday who have spasticity as a result of a non-progressive brain injury. It will include those with spasticity resulting from cerebral palsy and those with spasticity resulting from a non-progressive brain injury acquired later in childhood or adolescence. 

Launch Date: 12 March 2010 

Closing Date: 9 April 2010 

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=folder&o=47839
Care Quality Commission - Consultation on our assessments of quality 2010-11 (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)
Includes a section on assessing primary care trusts as commissioners that covers children’s and young people’s health services. Also includes a section on special reviews and studies in 2010/11 that covers health and social care needs of offenders - including children - and maternity services. 

Launch Date: 12 March 2010 

Closing Date: 27 April 2010 

http://www.cqc.org.uk/getinvolved/consultations/assessmentsofquality.cfm
Children in need in childcare (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)  
Ofsted 

This small-scale survey identified some of the factors that contributed to good outcomes for children in need in a range of different types of early years and childcare settings. 

Published 8 March 2010 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Children-in-need-in-childcare
Equalities in action (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)
Ofsted 

This report identifies successful action taken by providers of childcare, education and learning to promote equality of opportunity. 

Published 8 March 2010 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Equalities-in-action
Breaking the link - one year on (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)
Department for Children, Schools and Families 

This leaflet updates the free school meals data and analysis, and shows the impact of new policies and improved practice at national, local and school level. 

Published 8 March 2010 

http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00293-2010&
Parental engagement – Resources  (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)
Department for Children, Schools and Families 

The DCSF has developed the Parental Engagement resources to help support parents to engage in their children’s education. These resources are part of the wider DCSF strategy to increase parental engagement in their child’s learning and development. 

Published 8 March 2010 

http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00307-2010
Inspection judgements 2009/10 for maintained schools: autumn term 
Ofsted  (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)
Official data showing inspection outcomes for the first four months of the new inspection framework. 

Published 10 March 2010 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Annual-Report/2009-10/Inspection-judgements-2009-10-for-maintained-schools-autumn-term
Safeguarding children and young people who may be affected by gang activity (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)  
Department for Children, Schools and Families 

This guidance is intended help all professionals working with children and young people by highlighting signs to look out for such as anti-social and aggressive behaviour, permanent exclusions and substance misuse. The guidance outlines what action professionals should take if they feel a child is at risk. Overall, it will support earlier intervention with those at risk of becoming involved in gangs. 

Published 11 March 2010 

http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00064-2010
The role of third sector innovation: personalisation of education and learning services (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)
Cabinet Office, Office of the Third Sector 

Published 11 March 2010 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/innovation/innovation_advisor.aspx
Inclusion health: improving the way we meet the primary healthcare needs of the socially excluded (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)
Cabinet Office, Social Exclusion Task Force 

Outlines how improvements in health care for the most excluded groups in society can be accelerated to ensure high quality services are available to all. Also available to download is an evidence pack supporting the main study. 

Published 11 March 2010 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/social_exclusion_task_force/short_studies/health-care.aspx
Enterprise education: good practice guide (PPI Digest wk ending 12th March 2010)
Department for Children, Schools and Families 

This guide aims to help practitioners in schools embed Enterprise Education seamlessly into lesson plans, and to apply existing ideas and good practice to their own approach. 

Published 11 March 2010 

http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00228-2010
The National Parent Partnership Network new website has now gone live. Details are listed below. 
http://www.parentpartnership.org.uk

