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NPPN Digest (week ending 26th March 2010)
Ed Balls sets out funding increases for schools 
Schools Secretary, Ed Balls has announced risings in funding per pupil in 2011-13. He also provided more information on how schools and the Government can and will save money. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0066
More support for parents and guarantee of a personal Sure Start contact for all expectant parents 
Every expectant parent will now get a personal introduction to their local Sure Start centre and their own Sure Start contact to give them advice throughout pregnancy and early years, the Government has announced. The Government also announced improvements to maternity and early years services for families; the right of parents to ask for more flexible free childcare and a review of standards of nursery food. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0067
Minister launches year for combating poverty and social exclusion 
The UK launch of the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion has taken place in Bristol. Under the banner „Stop Poverty Now‟, the campaign aims to place the fight against poverty centre stage across the UK and EU throughout 2010. Speaking at the event, Minister of State Angela Eagle issued a call for everyone to get involved in the fight against poverty. 

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/newsroom/press-releases/2010/march-2010/dwp047-10-160310.shtml
Third sector young people's workforce to benefit from training and capacity building 
Paid staff and volunteers working with young people in charities, voluntary organisations and social enterprises will benefit from a pioneering training programme. Launched by the Children's Workforce Development Council and delivered by the National Council for Voluntary Youth Services, the Third Sector Capacity Building project will provide paid and voluntary staff with access to 25,000 tailor-made development and training opportunities. 

http://www.cwdcouncil.org.uk/news/3478_third-sector-young-peoples-workforce-to-benefit-from-ground-breaking-investment-in-training-and-capacity-building
CWDC calls on volunteers and professionals to work together for children 
Parents believe that children and young people would benefit if all professionals and volunteers in children's services worked together more closely, a survey commissioned by the CWDC has revealed. Results from an ICM survey show that 77% of parents and 72% of the public think that children and young people would benefit if professionals and volunteers in all sectors worked together in a more integrated way. 

http://www.cwdcouncil.org.uk/news/3479_cwdc-calls-on-volunteers-and-professionals-to-work-together-for-children
Ed Balls on Serious Case Review Executive Summaries/New £23m fund for social workers 
Children's Secretary Ed Balls has confirmed that Local Safeguarding Children Boards will in future be required to produce clear and comprehensive executive summaries of Serious Case Reviews and set out in their annual reports what actions have been taken following SCRs. Ministers also announced that funding to support social work improvement in adult and children's services for 2010 -11 will be more than £200m. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0068
More funding to tackle knife crime and serious youth violence 
More than £5m has been pledged to tackle knife crime and serious youth violence from April 2010 as the Tackling Knives and Serious Youth Violence Action Programme (TKAP) is extended for another year, Home Office Minister David Hanson MP has announced. 

http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/tackle-knife-crime.html
3,000 new after school Olympic sport clubs 
Culture Secretary Ben Bradshaw has announced the investment of £6 million pounds of Government and Lottery money to create a network of new after school clubs in secondary schools and colleges across England. The clubs will give young people of all abilities the opportunity to play a range of Olympic and Paralympic. The £6 million will pay for new equipment and qualified coaches to run the clubs alongside young volunteers. 

http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/Detail.aspx?ReleaseID=412277&NewsAreaID=2
Child Trust Fund boost for disabled children 
Starting from April this year, disabled children will receive an annual government contribution of £100, which is paid directly into their Child Trust Fund account. The most severely disabled children will receive £200 per year. Around 90,000 disabled children will benefit from these payments in 2010, of whom around 40,000 will receive the maximum £200 for the most severely disabled children. 

http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/press_27_10.htm
No regulation for unpaid childcare arrangements between friends 
Unpaid childcare arrangements between friends will be legally exempt from Ofsted registration and inspection under new legislation the Government has announced. Children's Minister Dawn Primarolo welcomed the move which will mean that from April this year, friends caring for one another's children without payment are no longer included within the remit of Ofsted. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0069
Beatbullying in new partnership with CEOP 
Beatbullying has joined forces with the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre in a new partnership which will offer further protection to children at risk of abuse. 

http://www.ceop.police.uk/mediacentre/pressreleases/2010/ceop_18032010.asp
Independent report calls for child performance regulations to be brought up-to-date 
An independent review into child performance regulations to bring licensing arrangements up to date has today welcomed by Children's Secretary Ed Balls and Culture Secretary Ben Bradshaw. Sarah Thane, former chair of the Royal Television Society and former advisor to Ofcom, carried out a wide-ranging review of child performance regulations between December 2009 and February 2010. Thane's recommendations aim to help children make the most of performance opportunities, whilst also protecting their wellbeing and education. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2010_0071
Vernon Coaker: Teachers do have the legal right to confiscate mephedrone 
Schools Minister Vernon Coaker has confirmed that teachers do have clear legal powers to confiscate mephedrone and all legal-high drugs – and should use those powers. He also confirmed that under the law, there is absolutely no obligation to return such confiscated substances. 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/news/index.cfm?event=news.item&id=vernon_coaker_teachers_do_have_the_legal_right_to_confiscate_mephedrone
Online Child and Adult Protection 
Westminster Hall debate introduced by John Robertson (Glasgow, North-West). Mr Robertson opened the debate by discussing how social media websites such as Facebook have changed the level of interaction in society and calling for all such sites to introduce the CEOP report button - an official alert button with which young people could report suspicions that they were being groomed online or targeted by cyberbullies. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100316/halltext/100316h0009.htm#10031648000002
Maternity and Early Years 
Statement by Andy Burnham, Secretary of State for Health, on the publication of the government’s strategy for the further transformation of maternity services and early years services. Mr Burnham said “Maternity and Early Years - Making a Good Start to Family Life, makes the clear case for helping families to give their baby the best possible start in life and sets out a vision of renewed and more integrated maternity and early years services that put the excellent clinical care already available at the centre of a wider network of family support” 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100316/wmstext/100316m0002.htm#10031657000013
Consultation on the future distribution of school funding 
Department for Children, Schools and Families This consultation seeks views on proposed arrangements for distributing the Dedicated Schools Grant to Local Authorities from 2011-12 onwards. Launch Date: 15 March 2010 Closing Date: 7 June 2010 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1709&external=no&menu=1
Local Safeguarding Children Boards: practice guidance for consultation 
National Safeguarding Delivery Unit, DCSF This draft practice guidance is being issued for consultation alongside the fully revised statutory guidance Working Together to Safeguard Children. The NSDU welcomes comments on: the coverage and content of the practice guidance; and further examples of local practice to add to the resource pack being published in parallel with this guidance. Launch 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/nsdu/consultations.shtml
Consultation on draft regulations and associated statutory guidance regarding accommodated children in long-term residential placements visiting and support arrangements 
Department for Children, Schools and Families This is a consultation on draft regulations and statutory guidance that strengthens local authorities' duties under The Children and Young Persons Act 2008 to ensure the welfare of children is safeguarded and promoted when they are placed in health, education and other establishments for consecutive periods of three months or more. The regulations and guidance will apply to LAs in England and Wales. The Welsh Assembly Government is carrying out its own consultation alongside this one. Launch Date: 19 March 2010 Closing Date: 11 June 2010 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1715&external=no&menu=1
Investing for the future, protecting the front line: school funding 2010-13 
Department for Children, Schools and Families By combining extra real-terms investment in the core services of early years, Sure Start, schools and colleges with efficiency savings, the government will be able to meet frontline spending needs and deliver guarantees to pupils, parents and school leavers to meet the children’s plan commitments. This document sets out details of the savings that have been identified so far, providing more information about the real-terms rises in school funding to help schools and local authorities plan for the next three years. Published 15 March 2010 

http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00250-2010
New Code of Practice for local authorities on delivery of free early years provision for 3 and 4-year-olds from September 2010 
Department for Children, Schools and Families This document sets out statutory guidance and general principles for local authorities to help them manage and administer the new extended offer. This document replaces all previous guidance about the free entitlement for 3 and 4-year-olds. Published 16 March 2010 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/resources-and-practice/IG00689/
Breaking the link in the early years between disadvantage and low achievement: everyone's business 
Department for Children, Schools and Families This document is intended for leaders of early years services in local authorities, Sure Start Children’s Centres, schools and other settings. It aims to outline progress so far, promote the importance of narrowing the achievement gap in the early years and offer some practical examples for leaders of what to do next. Published 16 March 2010 

http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00207-2010
Maternity and Early Years: making a good start to family life 
Department of Health This document sets out a strategic vision for the further transformation of maternity services and early years services. It includes proposals for renewed and more integrated maternity and early years services that put the clinical care already available at the centre of a wider network of family support. Published 16 March 2010 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114023
What helps children? Evidence based analysis for family court 
CAFCASS Presentations from the Research Conference 2010 are now available to download. The conference served as a forum for the dissemination of research relevant to social work with children and families, who are involved with the Family Justice and Family Court system, whether through private or public law. Published 16 March 2010 

http://www.cafcass.gov.uk/research/research_conference_2010.aspx
Working together to safeguard children: a guide to inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children 
Department for Children, Schools and Families Sets out how organisations and individuals should work together to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. It is addressed to practitioners and front line managers who have particular responsibilities for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, and to senior and operational managers, in organisations. Published 17 March 2010 

http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00305-2010&
Reducing the numbers of young people not in education, employment or training: what works and why 
Ofsted Highlights the strategies, partnerships and activities which twelve local authorities have successfully employed to attract some of the most difficult to reach young people into work or learning. Published 17 March 2010 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Reducing-the-numbers-of-young-people-not-in-education-employment-or-training-what-works-and-why
Case management and outcomes for neglected children returned to their parents: a five year follow-up study 
School for Policy Studies, University of Bristol for the DCSF Given that cases of neglect often need long-term interventions, the aim of this study was to help to fill gaps in knowledge about how children are assessed and managed over time when there are concerns about harm to them and to identify predictors of child outcomes when cases were followed up over a five year period. Published 18 March 2010 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/programmeofresearch/projectinformation.cfm?projectId=15976&type=5&resultspage=1
