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NPPN Digest (week ending 21st May 2010)

New Government - Health

The new secretary of state for Health is Andrew Lansley (Con), who was shadow health secretary since 2003.

http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Articles/2010/05/12/114473/Profile-of-Andrew-Lansley-the-new-health-secretary.htm
Minister of State (this is a middle-ranking minister): Paul Burstow (LD) – expected to lead on care services

http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Articles/2010/05/14/114509/Sector-welcomes-Paul-Burstow-as-care-minister.htm
Minister of State: Simon Burns (Con)

http://www.theyworkforyou.com/mp/simon_burns/west_chelmsford
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State(this is a junior minister): Anne Milton (Con) – expected to have a role involving services for children.

http://www.theyworkforyou.com/mp/anne_milton/guildford
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State: Earl Howe (Con)

http://www.theyworkforyou.com/peer/earl_howe
The Coalition has agreed that funding for the NHS will increase in real terms in each year of this Parliament but will be subject to the spending review to report in autumn.

New Government – Education and Children’s Services

What was known as the department for children’s schools and families has been renamed as the Department for Education with a strict re-branding policy.

The new Secretary of State for Education is Michael Gove (Con)

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Archive/1002848/Gove-sets-stall-new-Department-Education/
Minister of State for Schools: Nick Gibb (Con)

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Archive/1003155/Nick-Gibb-appointed-schools-minister/
Minister of State for Children and Families: Sarah Teather (LD)

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Archive/1003176/Sarah-Teather-appointed-children-families-minister-Tim-Loughton-junior-minister/
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Children and Families: Tim Loughton (Con)

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/Archive/1003176/Sarah-Teather-appointed-children-families-minister-Tim-Loughton-junior-minister/
The coalition have agreed the following policies/principles:

· Pupil premium for disadvantaged pupils from outside the schools budget (paid for through reductions elsewhere).

Agree to promote reform of schools to ensure:

· New providers can enter the state schools system in response to parental demand

· Schools have greater freedom over curriculum

· Schools are held accountable.

Awaiting Lord Browne’s report on higher education funding. If Liberal Democrats cannot accept Browne’s proposals, the party’s MPs will be able to abstain from any relevant vote in the House of Commons

New Government – Work and Pensions

The new secretary of state for work and pensions is Iain Duncan-Smith (Con)

http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk/latest-news2/cool-welcome-for-new-man-at-dwp
The parliamentary under-secretary of state for disable people is Maria Miller (Con)

http://www.communitycare.co.uk/blogs/adult-care-blog/2010/05/maria-miller-is-the-new-minister-for-disabled-people.html 

Other ministers at DWP are Chris Grayling (Con), Steve Webb (LD), and Lord Freud (Con)

The Coalition have agreed:

· All existing welfare to work programmes to be replaced by a single programme to help the unemployed back into work. Jobseeker’s Allowance claimants aged under 25 should be referred to the programme after a maximum of six months (those aged 25 and over to be referred immediately).

· Agreement that benefits for those able to work should be conditional on the willingness to work.

Government puts work of children's sector bodies on hold

David Bell, the top civil servant at the department, instructs agencies including Cafcass, the Youth Justice Board and Ofsted not to make any announcements, sign contracts or publish policy or corporate documents until the new government ministers have settled on their "priorities".

Other agencies affected by the freeze of business include the Training and Development Agency for Schools, the Children's Workforce Development Council, 11 Million, the National College for Leadership in Schools and Children's Services, Partnerships for Schools, the Young People's Learning Agency, Becta and the School Food Trust.

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1003660/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
Education reform bill is expected within weeks 

The new coalition government is expected to launch an education bill as part of the Queen's Speech on 25 May that will allow parents and private providers to set up new schools, introduce a pupil premium for disadvantaged students and overhaul accountability for schools.

The legislation could also signal the end of the Building Schools for the Future programme and plans to raise the participation age to 18 by 2015.

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1003727/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
What a Tory-Lib Dem pact could mean for children's and youth policy 

This article outline some of the parties’ areas of consensus and conflict.

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1001918/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
Rebrand of DSCF draws criticism from profession

The Tory-Lib Dem government's decision to rename the Department for Children Schools and Families (DCSF) has proved unpopular among children's professionals, as the sector speculates on its implications for a restructuring of children's services.

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1003047/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
BASW Abolition of ContactPoint database could be harmful to disabled children, warns charity chief 

Kevin Williams, chief executive of disabled children's charity Kids, called for the government to retain data on disabled children or "go back to a stage where work with disabled children is less co-ordinated".

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1003043/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
Prison Inspectorate – Training Planning for Young People

Just 60 per cent of sentenced young offenders reported having a training plan in place

Report: http://offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/Misc/PYC/Both-Resources-Documents/Training%20Planning%20Thematic.pdf
CYPN article: http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1001664/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
Study shows support services are failing sufferers of muscular disease 

Young men suffering from a life-limiting disease called Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD) are being neglected by support services, a study has found. 

http://www.cypnow.co.uk/bulletins/Daily-Bulletin/news/1002099/?DCMP=EMC-DailyBulletin
The National Parent Partnership Network new website has now gone live. Details are listed below. 
http://www.parentpartnership.org.uk
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