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NPPN Digest (week ending 25th March 2011)

Schools Minister Nick Gibb responds to Ofsted's report on history in schools 
http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a0075526/schools-minister-nick-gibb-responds-to-ofsteds-report-on-history-in-schools
Schools Minister comments on admissions statistics 
Commenting on the latest admissions statistics, Schools Minister Nick Gibb said: “More than 79,000 children missed out on their first choice of secondary school, nearly one in six of the entire year group, and more than 22,000 do not even get into any of their top three schools. These figures expose the fact that there simply aren’t enough good schools.” 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/pressnotices/a0075687/gibb-admissions-statistics-show-there-are-too-few-good-schools
Frances Done of the YJB praises programme for young female offenders 
Young women who offend in Nottinghamshire are being helped back on to the right track by a specially designed programme. The Pink Project, a training programme developed by senior case managers, enables female staff to deliver interventions specifically geared towards girls and their needs.
http://www.yjb.gov.uk/en-gb/News/Future+looks+rosy+for+girl+offenders+thanks+to+Pink+Project.htm?area=AllNewsEvents
Children's Minister launches a charter for children in foster care 
Children’s Minister Tim Loughton has published a new Foster Carers’ Charter. The Charter has been jointly produced by Government, fostering organisations, charities and young children. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/pressnotices/a0075835/childrens-minister-launches-a-charter-for-children-in-foster-care
DfE launches prospectus for intensive cost effective and evidence based interventions for looked after children and children on the edge of care or custody 
The Government has launched a prospectus for local authorities and their partners to bid for financial and other support to implement a range of intensive, cost effective and evidence-based interventions for looked after children and children on the edge of care or custody who have complex and challenging behaviours which can result in out of home placements or placement breakdown. Local authorities and their partners will be able to apply for between £50,000 to £200,000 a year to test out new ways of delivering these interventions, with the aim of making them more widely used. http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/families/childrenincare/news/a0075693/prospectus
James Brokenshire – early intervention can divert young people away from crime 
Crime prevention minister James Brokenshire has encouraged organisations working to prevent young people from getting involved in gang crime to apply for government funding. Speaking at a launch for a new report which suggests that sports projects can be really effective in tackling youth crime, James Brokenshire reiterated the need for early intervention. He said: “This report highlights just how important it is that we intervene in the early stages with young people on the cusp of getting involved in crime, ensuring they have positive engagement with mentors, peers and role models. Sport is an excellent way to achieve this.” 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/laureus-sport Download report: 

http://www.laureus.com/foundation/publications
Post of Chair of the School Teachers’ Review Body to be advertised 
Michael Gove has announced that he will launch an open competition to appoint a new Chair of the School Teachers’ Review Body. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a0075869/post-of-chair-of-the-school-teachers-review-body-strb-to-be-advertised
Education Bill 
Morning session. 
Issues debated include: data collection on SEN, exclusions and behaviour; SEN reports when considering reinstating an excluded pupil; SEN and disability training for exclusion review panels; SEN assessments for pupils at risk of exclusion. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/education/110315/am/110315s01.htm
 Afternoon session. 
Issues debated include: SEN reports when considering reinstating an excluded pupil; SEN and disability training for exclusion review panels; SEN assessments for pupils at risk of exclusion; review panel powers of reinstatement; attendance of SEN experts at review panels; pupil participation in the exclusions process; financial penalties for exclusions; appeals process in Academies. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/education/110315/pm/110315s01.htm
The Schools White Paper 2010 
Commons Education Committee. Corrected transcript of oral evidence given on 14 December 2010. Michael Gove, Secretary of State for Education, and David Bell, Permanent Secretary, Department for Education, gave evidence 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmeduc/674/10121401.htm
Private schools (access) 
Westminster Hall debate introduced by Rob Wilson (Reading East). He said “If we are serious about boosting the life chances of more children from poor homes, and increasing social mobility so that children from disadvantaged backgrounds have a better chance of making it to the top, something must be done to break down the social apartheid in our schools”. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110316/halltext/110316h0001.htm#110316109000001
16-19 participation in education and training 
Commons Education Committee. Uncorrected transcript of oral evidence given on 16 March 2011. Haroon Chowdry, Institute for Fiscal Studies, Mick Fletcher, independent research consultant, Mark Corney, independent research consultant, Ian MacNaughton, Principal, The Sixth Form College, Colchester, Dr Elaine McMahon, Chief Executive and Principal, Hull College Group, David Lawrence, Principal, Easton College, Jane Machell, Principal, Alton College, and David Wood, Principal and Chief Executive, Lancaster and Morecambe College, gave evidence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmeduc/uc850-i/uc85001.htm
Children: early intervention 
Debate initiated by Baroness Walmsley, “To call attention to the cost-effectiveness, and impact on quality of life, of early intervention in the first few years of a child's life”. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110317-0002.htm#11031769000352
Secondary school application/offers 2011 
Written statement by Nick Gibb, Minister of State, Department for Education, advising that the DfE has published validated data showing that across the country 84.6% of families received an offer at their first-preference secondary school-compared with 83.2% in 2010. http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110317/wmstext/110317m0001.htm#11031756000015
Flexible working 
Written statement by Edward Davey, Under-Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, announcing that the government intends to repeal the regulations on extending the right to request flexible working to parents of 17-year-olds that were due to come into force on 6 April 2011. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110318/wmstext/110318m0001.htm#11031849000012
Review of statutory duties placed on local authorities 
Department for Communities and Local Government The government is carrying out a wide ranging review to establish the duties which are no longer needed and to remove them, giving local authorities freedom to operate in a way that meets local needs and priorities. It is inviting comments on 1294 statutory duties that central government currently places on local authorities. Launch date: 8 March 2011 Closing date: 25 April 2011
http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/tacklingburdens/reviewstatutoryduties/
Children Act 1989 Guidance and Regulations Volume 5: Children's homes 2011 
Department for Education This guidance contains the requirements set out by the government to support local authorities who are responsible for working with children’s homes providers, so that the children they look after are given the best possible care and support. It provides guidance to local authorities in England and their staff, about their functions under Parts 3 and 6-8 of the Children Act 1989. Published 14 March 2011 

http://www.education.gov.uk/publications/standard/publicationDetail/Page1/DFE-00024-2011
Department of Health Working in partnership with members of the voluntary sector, business, industry and the retail sector, the Deal aims to deliver faster and better results than a regulatory route in tackling poor diet and alcohol misuse. 
Five groups working on food, alcohol, behavioural change, physical activity and health at work have developed a series of pledges for action. Key collective pledges include: Calories on menus from September this year; Reducing salt in food so people eat 1g less per day by the end of 2012; Removal of artificial trans-fats by the end of this year; Achieving clear unit labelling on more than 80 per cent of alcohol by 2013; Increasing physical activity through the workplace; and Improving workplace health. Published 15 March 2011 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Publichealthresponsibilitydeal/index.htm
Youth unemployment and the Future Jobs Fund: government response to the Committee’s first report of Session 2010-11 
Commons Work and Pensions Committee. Fifth Special Report of Session 2010-11 Published 15 March 2011 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmworpen/844/84402.htm
Factsheet: childcare - Childminding between friends 
Ofsted This factsheet has details about when a childminder should or should not register with Ofsted if they provide care for friends’ children. Published 15 March 2011 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Forms-and-guidance/Browse-all-by/Other/General/Factsheet-childcare-Childminding-between-friends
Joint core case inspection of youth offending work in England and Wales: Dudley 
HM Inspectorate of Probation Joint core case inspection report of youth offending work in Dudley, West Midlands. Published 16 March 2011 

http://www.justice.gov.uk/inspectorates/hmi-probation/core-case-offending-reports_1163.htm
Exploring public confidence in the police and local councils in tackling crime and antisocial behaviour 
Home Office Research Report 50 This report provides findings from discussion groups held with local residents across England and Wales on the reasons underpinning responses to a question in the British Crime Survey, which measured public confidence in the police and local council to tackle crime and antisocial behaviour. Published 18 March 2011 [Download: PDF 497 KB] 

http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs11/horr50c.pdf
Permanent and fixed period exclusions from schools in England 2008/09 - Update 
Department for Education Underlying data for this publication has been made available. Updated 15 March 2011 

http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000942/index.shtml
Maternity allowance quarterly statistics: August 2010 
Department for Work and Pensions Published 16 March 2011 

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd1/ma/index.php?page=ma_quarterly_aug10
Lone parents receiving JSA 
Department for Work and Pensions Published 16 March 2011 

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd1/jsa/lone_parents/index.php?page=jsalp
DWP statistical summary 
Department for Work and Pensions Includes statistics relating to Income Support Lone Parent client group; Child Support Agency cases; Disability Living Allowance. Published 16 March 2011 

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/index.php?page=statistical_summaries
Secondary school applications and offers in England March 2011 
Department for Education This statistical release gives local authority level information about secondary school applications and offers received by parents on National Offer Day 2011 (1 March), as provided by local authorities. It details the number of applications received, offers made based on preferences expressed, alternative offers and offers to schools within and outside of the local authority. Published 17 March 2011 http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/STR/d000993/index.shtml
Child mortality statistics: childhood, infant and perinatal – 2009 
Office for National Statistics Presents statistics on stillbirths, infant deaths and childhood deaths occurring annually in England and Wales. Also contains data on cause of death, sex and age-group plus analyses by some of the key risk factors affecting stillbirths and infant deaths including age of mother and birthweight. Published 17 March 2011 

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/StatBase/Product.asp?vlnk=15362
Reoffending of juveniles - 2009 
Ministry of Justice The latest National Statistics on the reoffending of juveniles released from custody or commencing out-of-court or non-custodial court disposals in England and Wales in the first quarter of a particular year. Published 17 March 2011 

http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/reoffendingjuveniles.htm
Participation in education, training and employment by 16-18 year olds in England – Update 
Additional tables have been released containing final figures for participation by local authority and final figures for national participation, as at end 2009. Department for Education Updated 17 March 2011 

http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000938/index.shtml
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