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NPPN Digest (week ending 24th June 2011)
16-19 Bursary Fund
In March the Government announced the new £180 million Bursary Fund to help 16- to 19-year-olds continue in full-time education, where they might otherwise struggle for financial reasons.   

This is made up of:
· A £1200 bursary to help the most vulnerable young people including children in care, care leavers, those on income support and those in receipt of both Employment Support Allowance and Disability Living Allowance.  
· A discretionary fund, administered by schools and colleges, to help students facing financial difficulties stay on their course.

Schools and colleges are now being notified of their allocations and will then formulate plans for how they will administer it and also how they will let their students know about it.  

However, there are many organisations such as yourselves that young people turn to for trusted advice and support.  Therefore you can also play a crucial role, especially in helping raise awareness amongst the most vulnerable young people who would be eligible for £1200 a year.

To help, the Department for Education has produced a factsheet, leaflet and poster (to be available shortly) which you can download from:

www.education.gov.uk/16to19/studentsupport
Further information, including information on the transition arrangements for those who were on EMA, can also be found at:

www.direct.gov.uk.16-19bursary
Parents of disabled children could lose £1,400 in welfare shakeup
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2011/jun/18/disabled-benefits-cut-welfare-reform
MP says minimum wage a hindrance to disabled jobseekers

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-13809620
Transition Fund – third round awards 
Cabinet Office document listing the charities awarded in the third round of the transition fund. The payouts aim to help them prepare for new Big Society opportunities. 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/transition-fund-third-round-awards
CWDC’s New Leaders in Early Years Programme 
Applications for the September intake of the Children‘s Workforce Development Council‘s (CWDC) New Leaders in Early Years Programme are now being accepted. This latest intake will be the second group of students recruited to the course, run in partnership with Canterbury Christ Church University in Kent. The programme aims to develop a new generation of early years graduate leaders. 

http://www.cwdcouncil.org.uk/news/5686_become-an-early-years-new-leader
Young people urged to give sports a go in Olympic legacy push 
Three hundred thousand teenagers and young adults will benefit from a new sports programme that aims to inspire young people to choose sport. Launched by Sport England, Sportivate will give 14 to 25-year-olds the chance to receive six to eight weeks of coaching in a sport of their choice. As part of the Places to Play mass participation legacy programme, the £32 million National Lottery-funded project will create opportunities for disabled and non-disabled participants through a number of courses on offer. 

http://www.culture.gov.uk/news/news_stories/8219.aspx
Children’s Minister welcomes Dixons Retail Plc action to help keep children safe online 
The Children‘s Minister, Tim Loughton, has welcomed the commitment by Dixons Retail Plc to promote the UK Council for Child Internet Safety (UKCCIS) Click Clever, Click Safe. The announcement comes on the day of the second UKCCIS annual summit, which brings together mobile phone companies, social networking providers and children‘s charities to help keep children safe online. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a0077813/childrens-minister-welcomes-dixons-retail-plc-action-to-help-keep-children-safe-online
Michael Gove speech - The moral purpose of school reform 
Transcript of Michael Gove's speech to the National College of School Leadership, Birmingham, 16 June 2011. Speaking to headteachers at NCSL, Mr Gove set out plans to raise standards and tackle underperforming schools. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/speeches/a0077859/the-moral-purpose-of-school-reform
Related press release: 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a0077837/michael-gove-face-reality-reform-urgently
Comment from the Department on academy funding 
The Department for Education has commented on media stories on academy funding. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a0077866/comment-from-the-department-on-academy-funding
Details of 16-19 bursary scheme published 
The Young People‘s Learning Agency (YPLA) has begun notifying schools and colleges of the allocations they will receive under the new £180 million 16-19 bursary scheme. The scheme will help 16- to 19-year-olds continue in full-time education, where they might otherwise struggle for financial reasons. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a0077924/details-of-16-19-bursary-scheme-published
Teaching Agency to be up and running from April 2012 
The Teaching Agency is a new executive agency that will be responsible for ensuring the supply of teachers and training, and for teacher regulation. It will open in April 2012 and subject to the necessary parliamentary approvals, will take on some key functions currently carried out by the Training and Development Agency for Schools, General Teaching Council for England, Children‘s Workforce Development Council and the Qualifications and Curriculum Development Agency. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a0077895/teaching-agency-to-be-up-and-running-from-april-2012
Welfare Reform Bill 
First sitting of Report Stage in the House of Commons 

Presentation and debate by the full house of government and opposition amendments. Issues debated in this session include: Introduction of a direct earnings attachments, whereby benefit overpayments or penalties may be recovered through deductions from earnings – and provisions to protect a minimum level of earnings; How childcare costs should be considered in the calculation if universal credit rates, and wider issues around the availability and cost of childcare for working parents; Financial support for families of disabled children; Payment of relevant elements of universal credit to designated carers; Job search requirements for single parents; Consideration of school meals and prescription costs in calculating universal credit; Marginal deduction rates for childcare costs. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110613/debtext/110613-0001.htm#1106138000001
Education Bill 
Second Reading in the House of Lords. 

Issues debated include: Greater autonomy for schools; duty to co-operate with children‘s trusts; govt will bring forward amendments to include requirements for staff and LA governors for maintained schools; extension of teachers powers to search pupils; introduction of reporting restrictions in relation to pupil allegations against teachers; Inspections including changes to criteria, use of contextual added value, well-being and community cohesion; abolition of the QCDA, GTC, TDA and YPLA; extension of free childcare to disadvantaged 2 year olds; pupil premium; participation age; careers advice; accountability; qualified teachers in free schools; school admissions; support staff; exclusions including, review panels, reinstatement and pilots; notice for detentions; behaviour and attendance partnerships; English baccalaureate and religious education; faith schools; apprenticeships; pupil referral units; curriculum; increased powers of the Secretary of State; vulnerable children including the attainment gap, and traveller children; equality and diversity concerns; apprenticeships; design of new schools; teaching of modern languages; early years education; teacher training; and information technology in education. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110614-0001.htm#11061452000428
16-19 participation in education and training 
Commons Education Committee. Uncorrected transcript of oral evidence given on 8 June 2011. Seyi Obakin, Chief Executive, Centrepoint, Bob Reitemeier, Chief Executive, The Children's Society, Anne-Marie Carrie, Chief Executive, Barnardo's, Dr Thomas Spielhofer, Senior Researcher and Consultant, Tavistock Institute of Human Relations, Peter Lauener, Chief Executive, Young People's Learning Agency, Lord Hill of Oareford, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Education, and John Hayes, Minister for Further Education, Skills and Lifelong Learning, gave evidence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmeduc/uc850-iv/uc85001.htm
Reducing the cost of 16-18 education 
Commons Public Accounts Committee. Uncorrected transcript of oral evidence given on 8 June 2011. Maggie Galliers, Principal, Leicester College, Jonathan Godfrey, Principal, Hereford Sixth Form College, Declan Jones, Principal, Haberdashers' Aske's Federation, David Bell, Permanent Secretary, Department for Education and Peter Lauener, Chief Executive, Young Peoples' Learning Agency, gave evidence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmpubacc/uc1116-i/uc111601.htm
Academies (Funding) 
Urgent question by Andy Burnham, Shadow Education Secretary, asking the Secretary of State to make a statement on reported errors on funding for the academy programme. Replying in Michael Gove‘s absence, Schools Minister Nick Gibb said ―The system for funding academies, which was set up—I have to say—by the previous Government, is unclear, unwieldy and, in our view, unfair. It is no surprise, therefore, that some errors occur, which is why we are proposing changes to the school funding system to ensure that all schools and academies are fairly funded. We are proposing a system without the complexities that lead to these types of problems‖. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110616/debtext/110616-0001.htm#11061639000007
Child maintenance 
Commons Work and Pensions Committee. Uncorrected transcript of oral evidence given on 15 June 2011. Maria Miller, Minister for Disabled People, Department for Work and Pensions, Dame Janet Paraskeva, Chair, and Noel Shanahan, Commissioner and CEO, Child Maintenance and Enforcement Commission, gave evidence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmworpen/uc1047-ii/uc104701.htm
Legislative scrutiny: Education Bill; and other Bills. 
House of Lords House of Commons Joint Committee on Human Rights. Thirteenth Report of Session 2010-12. Report, together with formal minutes and appendices. 

The Report considers four significant human rights issues raised by the Bill: 

free early years' provision; extended powers to search pupils; school exclusion appeals; and teacher anonymity. 

Published 13 June 2011 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201012/jtselect/jtrights/154/15402.htm
Conducting early years inspections 
Ofsted 

This guidance document has been revised. 

Revised 15 June 2011 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Forms-and-guidance/Browse-all-by/Other/General/Conducting-early-years-inspections
Spotlight on kinship care: using Census microdata to examine the extent and nature of kinship care in the UK at the turn of the Twentieth century 
Buttle UK and University of Bristol, Hadley Centre for Adoption and Foster Care Studies 

The first study to quantify the number of children being looked after by family members in the UK shows that around 173,200 children were being raised by family members because their parents were unable to care for them. This is equal to one in every 77 children. The study, based on data from the 2001 Census, found that more than 90% of ‗kinship care‘ arrangements in each region were informal agreements between parents and relatives and carers were therefore not entitled to financial support from social services. Poverty was a recurrent feature; kinship families in England, Scotland and Wales were twice as likely to live in the poorest areas of the country. 

Published 16 June 2011 

http://www.buttleuk.org/pages/kinship-care-report-june-2011.html
Financial support for 16 to 19 year olds in education or training: results of consultation and Government response 
Department for Education 

This document contains the results and government's response to the consultation on the government's proposed package for financial support for 16 to 19 year olds in education or training in England. 

Published 17 June 2011 

http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=conResults&consultationId=1754&external=no&menu=3
Inspection judgements 2010/11 for maintained schools: autumn and spring terms 
Ofsted 

The inspections were carried out under arrangements introduced in September 2009 that focus more on weaker schools, with less frequent inspection of the outstanding schools. Inspectors have placed more emphasis on observation of teaching and learning in the classroom and its impact on pupils‘ progress to judge a school‘s overall effectiveness. 

Published 15 June 2011 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Statistics/Maintained-schools/Inspection-outcomes/Inspection-judgements-2010-11-for-maintained-schools-autumn-and-spring-terms
Data on schools causing concern, spring term 2011 
Ofsted 

This suite of six documents contains information about schools in special measures or with a notice to improve at the end of the spring term 2011. 

Published 15 June 2011 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Statistics/Maintained-schools/Schools-causing-concern/Data-on-schools-causing-concern-spring-term-2011
Neighbourhood statistics: small area pupil attainment by pupil characteristics in England, 2010 – Update 
Department for Education 

Tables providing information on pupil residency-based small area pupil attainment broken down by gender, free school meal eligibility and ethnicity have been added. 

Updated 16 June 2011 

http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s001006/index.shtml
Neighbourhood statistics: small area pupil absence by pupil characteristics in England, 2009/10 – Update 
Department for Education 

Underlying data for this publication has been released. 

Updated 16 June 2011 

http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s001005/index.shtml
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