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NPPN Digest (week ending 29th July 2011)
Government sets out Adoption Adviser Remit 
The Government has published the appointment letter for the new Ministerial Adviser on Adoption. Martin Narey was appointed to the post on 12 July 2011. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00192345/government-sets-out-adoption-adviser-remit
Government publishes new data on children's homes 
The government has published a new data pack on children’s homes to help local authorities and residential care providers build a better picture of how children’s homes are being used. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00192460/government-publishes-new-data-on-childrens-homes
Government sets out vision to support parents and families 
Childrens Minister Sarah Teather has announced that as part of wider reforms to early education, early years qualifications are to be reviewed to make sure they are sufficiently rigorous and of high quality. The government has also confirmed that nine local authorities will be the first to trial payment by results for children’s centres. They will test rewards for reaching the most vulnerable families, improving family health and wellbeing, and raising attainment of children at age five. The announcements are included in a new vision set out by the government for Families in the Foundation Years. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00192408/government-sets-out-vision-to-support-parents-and-families
Key Stage 2 review of testing, assessment and accountability: government response 
Education Secretary Michael Gove has accepted all the recommendations of Lord Bews independent review of testing, assessment and accountability at the end of primary school. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00192403/key-stage-2-review-of-testing-assessment-and-accountability-government-response
Michael Gove announcement on education funding 
The Secretary of State has set out how the government will ensure that education funding is better targeted in the future. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00192488/michael-gove-announcement-on-education-funding
Government announces Review of PSHE education 
The Department for Education has launched its review of personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) education, as outlined in the Schools White Paper. The internal review, which will report to the Secretary of State, will look at the quality of teaching of PSHE in schools, along with its content. Heads, teachers, parents, pupils and other interested parties are invited to submit their views and evidence to the Department. After the review of PSHE education, the Secretary of State will publish proposals for public consultation. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00192561/review-of-pshe-education
Education Bill 
7th day of Committee stage in the Lords. Issues debated included: publishing marks as well as grades at Key Stages 4 and 5; collective worship; duty to co-operate with local authority including SEN; school admissions including adjudicators powers, abolition of local admissions forums, complaints, admissions codes, and academy faith schools; school meals; music licensing in schools; providing for the needs of high ability pupils, including streaming and setting. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110718-gc0001.htm#11071823000132
Education Bill 
8th day of Committee stage in the Lords. Issues covered included: Local authority duty to seek proposals for an academy when a new school is needed; constitution of governing bodies including local community and student representation; school inspections including exemptions, safeguarding, further education, triggers for inspection, wellbeing in Chief Inspectors reports. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110720-gc0001.htm#110720113000290
School funding reform 
Oral statement (followed by short debate) by Michael Gove, Secretary of State for Education, on the governments plans to reform school funding. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110719/debtext/110719-0001.htm#11071988000003
Secure estate strategy for children and young people 
Written statement by Crispin Blunt, Under Secretary of State for Justice, announcing the launch of a consultation inviting views on a proposed strategy for the under-18 secure estate for the years 2011-12 to 2014-15. http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110719/wmstext/110719m0001.htm#11071985000011
The future of higher education 
Commons Business, Innovation and Skills Committee. Uncorrected transcript of oral evidence given on 18 July 2011. Simon Hughes, Advocate for Higher Education and David Willetts, Minister for Universities and Science, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, gave evidence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmbis/uc885-viii/uc88501.htm
A consultation on school funding reform: proposals for a fairer system 
The Secretary of State has launched the second part of the consultation on school funding reform. The consultation document sets out proposals for the mechanics of a new funding system, the contents of a new national formula and future funding arrangements for the Pupil Premium, early years provision and High Cost Pupils. It also clarifies the responsibilities of local authorities, schools and Academies in relation to central services. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1765&external=no&menu=1
Consultation on local authority central spend equivalent grant (LACSEG) 
The Secretary of State for Education, in consultation with the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, has agreed to reconsider the appropriate reduction to local authority funding to be made to reflect the transfer of central services from local authorities to academies and Free Schools. This consideration will apply to the transfers for both the 2011-12 and 2012-13 financial years. This consultation seeks views on this reconsideration from local authorities, the Local Government Association and London Councils. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/adminandfinance/financialmanagement/schoolsrevenuefunding/financeofficernews/a00191741/consultation-on-local-authority-central-spend-equivalent-grant-lacseg
Proposed changes to the teacher disciplinary and induction regulations following the abolition of the General Teaching Council for England 
This consultation document provides details of the proposed changes to the disciplinary and induction regulations for teachers in England. The Education Bill makes provision to abolish the GTCE and give responsibility to the Secretary of State to operate a streamlined regulation system. The day to day administration of these functions will be undertaken by the new Teaching Agency. The Bill will put new arrangements in place for the regulation of the teaching profession which cover teachers in local authority maintained schools, non-maintained special schools, academies, free schools and independent schools, sixth form colleges, youth custody settings and children's homes. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1760&external=no&menu=1
Qualifications for 14-16 year olds and performance tables 
Professor Wolf's Review of Vocational Education published in March 2011 recommended that the Department should distinguish clearly between those qualifications, both vocational and academic, which can contribute to performance indicators at Key Stage 4, and those which cannot. The Government response, published in May 2011, accepted this recommendation. At present, any qualification taught in a school to 14-16 year olds is counted in Key Stage 4 performance tables. All these qualifications have been given a value based on their size compared with GCSEs. This consultation paper sets out proposals to replace the current system with one which gives young people the opportunity to do vocational qualifications that are comparable with the best academic qualifications in terms of content, assessment, and opportunities to progress. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1766&external=no&menu=1
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education 
The Government advised in the Schools White Paper, The Importance of Teaching, that it would conduct an internal review to determine how to support schools to improve the quality of teaching of personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) education, including giving teachers the flexibility to use their judgement about how best to deliver PSHE education. This request for representations seeks views on the core body of knowledge that pupils need to learn through PSHE education teaching and ways to improve the quality of teaching. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1759&external=no&menu=1
Participation by 16-19 year olds in education and training 
Commons Education Committee. Fourth Report of Session 2010-12. Volume I Report, together with formal minutes. Volume II Oral and written evidence. Volume III Additional written evidence. The report accepts that changes to student support needed to be made, but says that the delay in deciding on allocations and the guiding principles for distribution should not have been allowed to happen. It states that the government should have done more to acknowledge the Educational Maintenance Allowance's (EMA) combined impact on participation, attainment and retention, before it decided how to restructure financial support. According to the Committee, the bursary scheme which is to replace the EMA will inevitably lead to inconsistencies which could distort young people‟s choices of where to study. It is not persuaded that bursaries administered by schools and colleges will necessarily be fairer or more discriminating than a slimmed-down, more targeted entitlement such as the EMA. 

Published 19 July 2011 

Volume I: 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmeduc/850/85002.htm 

Volume II: 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmeduc/850/850ii.pdf 

[1.27MB] 

Volume III: 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201012/cmselect/cmeduc/850/850vw01.htm
Where is my advocate? A scoping report on advocacy services for children and young people in England 
Office of the Childrens Commissioner 

The findings suggest that there is a postcode lottery system for children attempting to access advocacy, and no national strategy exists to ensure the entitlements children have are consistently met across England. In response, the Children's Commissioner is championing the development of a blueprint for advocacy services to help vulnerable children to have ready access to professionals and services that can support them in having a real say in decisions affecting their lives. Published 21 July 2011 http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/publications/content_513
�





�








