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NPPN Digest (week ending 12th August 2011)
Commission launches human rights resource for public sector 
The EHRC has launched a new online resource about human rights to help public sector bodies in England and Wales and organisations carrying out public functions and advocacy. It focuses on nine public sectors areas: adult social care; children's services; health; housing; education services; local government; criminal justice, courts and prisons; policing and immigration and asylum. 

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2011/august/commission-launches-human-rights-resource-for-public-sector/
More than 2,000 charities and community groups face cuts 
According to research published by False Economy, more than 2,000 charities and community groups are facing budget cuts as local authorities reduce their funding – or in some cases withdraw it completely. The list of charities facing funding cuts includes: 112 adult care charities; 142 elderly-related charities; 151 disability-related charities; and 382 children’s and young people-related charities. 

http://falseeconomy.org.uk/blog/exclusive-more-than-2000-charities-and-community-groups-face-cuts
Key Stage 2 test results published 
In all subjects – English, reading, writing and maths – the percentage of 11-year-olds reaching the expected level (Level 4) or above is up. However, the statistics show that: one in three pupils fail to achieve the expected level in the three Rs combined (reading, writing and mathematics); there is still a number of children performing at a very low level. One in 10 boys leave primary school with the reading age of a seven-year-old and one in 14 boys leave with the writing age of a seven-year-old; the proportion of children achieving above the expected level has fallen in both reading and writing. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00192751/key-stage-2-test-results-published
Schools Minister Nick Gibb responds to Key Stage 2 attainment statistics 
Commenting on statistics showing Key Stage 2 attainment by pupil characteristics, Nick Gibb said “These figures reveal that our education system is letting down half of all 10- and 11-year-old boys who qualify for free school meals. It is not acceptable that at the end of primary school these children are still not reaching the standard in English and maths they need to flourish at secondary school…We want to raise academic standards for all young people and to close the attainment gap between those from poorer and wealthier backgrounds, so starkly demonstrated by today's figures. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a0070222/schools-minister-nick-gibb-responds-to-key-stage-2-attainment-statistics
Minister meets South Yorkshire teenagers taking part in National Citizen Service pilot 
Francis Maude, Minister for the Cabinet Office, has visited the community trusts of Sheffield Wednesday, Barnsley and Rotherham United Football Clubs, to meet participants taking part in a new scheme, National Citizen Service (NCS). NCS is a Big Society initiative that brings together 16-year-olds from different backgrounds to work together for the good of their communities while developing skills and confidence. This summer the NCS teams are taking part in a diverse range of activities through the Football League Trust. http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/minister-meets-south-yorkshire-teenagers-taking-part-national-citizen-service-pilot
Government commits to child protection rules 
Rules to prevent children from accessing hard-core pornographic material through video-on-demand (VoD) services will be secured, the government has announced. Explicit but legal material which would be classified as R18 can currently only be made available through VoD services if controls such as pin protection are in place to prevent children from accessing it. 

http://www.culture.gov.uk/news/news_stories/8369.aspx
Procedure for the transfer from custody of children and young people under the Mental Health Act 1983 in England 
The procedure for transferring to and from hospital under the Mental Health Act 1983 any child or young person who is: detained in custody in pursuance of any sentence or order for detention; remanded in custody or who is otherwise detained in custody. Published 1 August 2011 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyA ndGuidance/DH_128853
Exploring poverty gaps among children in the UK 
Karen Gardiner and Martin Evans for the Department for Work and Pensions Measures set out in the Child Poverty Act and in the National Child Poverty Strategy are based on poverty headcounts, i.e. you are either below or above a certain poverty threshold. The head count does not distinguish between those with incomes just below the poverty line and those deeper in poverty. This paper supplements the headcount measures with analysis of the ‘poverty gap’ for UK children. The poverty gap measures ‘How poor are the poor’, i.e. the extent of poverty for those who are below the relative poverty threshold. Published 2 August 2011 

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/wp_abstracts/wpa_103.asp
National Child Measurement Programme: operational guidance for the 2011-12 school year 
This guidance provides primary care trusts with advice on how they should implement the national child measurement programme. The guidance has been amended in the light of findings from recent research, feedback from practitioners, and the significant reforms and transitions that are under way within the NHS. Published 3 August 2011 

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_129001
Parenting matters: early years and social mobility 
Chris Paterson for CentreForum 

This reports suggests that a greater willingness on the part of policymakers to engage with parenting and the home environment is central to improving child outcomes and boosting social mobility. It proposes a national parenting campaign based on the established '5-a-day' concept, calling on the government to back a national campaign to promote five simple steps for parents to take each day to help their child: Read to your child for 15 minutes; play with your child on the floor for 10 minutes; talk with your child for 20 minutes with the television off; adopt positive attitudes towards your child and praise them frequently; give your child a nutritious diet to aid development. The report backs the government's call for "parenting advice and support to be considered the norm" - much like antenatal classes. But it warns that a crucial further step is required if initiatives are to have a positive impact on social mobility. To ensure that take up is high among families on lower incomes, as well as the better off, the government must be willing to explore bold and inventive mechanisms, including directly incentivising participation. Paterson suggests a small financial increase in child benefit in return for compliance by the 20% of poorest parents. Published 4 August 2011 

http://www.centreforum.org/assets/pubs/parenting-matters.pdf
Interim Results for Key Stage 2 & 3 National Curriculum Assessments in England, 2010/11 
Statistical First Release providing national, regional and local statistics on the achievements of eligible pupils (typically 11 & 14 year olds) in the 2011 National Curriculum tests and teacher assessments at Key Stage 2 (KS2) and Key Stage 3 (KS3). Among the key points is that the percentages of pupils achieving Level 4 or above in the Key Stage 2 tests by subject are as follows: English 81% (86% for girls, 77% for boys); Reading 84% (87% for girls, 80% for boys); Writing 75% (81% for girls, 68% for boys); Mathematics 80% (80% for girls, 80% for boys). 

Published 2 August 2011 

http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s001018/index.shtml
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