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NPPN Digest (week ending 23rd December 2011)

End for GCSE modules and spelling, punctuation and grammar marks restored to exams 
Ofqual, the independent exams watchdog, has confirmed short-term reforms to current GCSEs from September 2012. It follows plans outlined in last year's White Paper to return exams to the end of each course and stop the culture of re-sits. The changes also mean that students will once again be marked on the accuracy of their spelling, punctuation and use of grammar in GCSEs in key subjects. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00200883/end-for-gcse-modules-and-spelling-punctuation-and-grammar-marks-restored-to-exams
Munro review of child protection 
An update on progress being made across the range of commitments in the government response to the Munro Review has been added.  http://www.education.gov.uk/munroreview/
Schools administration – schools capital 
Details of the announced schools capital allocations for 2012-13 to schools and local authorities has been added.  http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/adminandfinance/schoolscapital
Office of the Children's Commissioner's reply to the government's response to its report - 'I think I must have been born bad' - Emotional wellbeing and mental health of children and young people in the youth justice system 
Sue Berelowitz, the Deputy Children's Commissioner for England, said "We are truly pleased with the Government's response to our recommendations and encouraged by the shared commitment to improving services and conditions for the very troubled children in the secure estate. 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/content/press_release/content_451
Government response: 

http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/policy/moj/gov-response-to-occ-report.pdf
Troubled families – speech by David Cameron 
The Prime Minister announces that almost £450 million will be made available to help turn around the lives of 120,000 of some of the country‘s most troubled families by the end of this Parliament. The government will offer up to 40 per cent of the cost of dealing with these families to local authorities and will also fund a national network of Troubled Family Trouble-Shooters‘ who will be appointed by local councils 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/troubled-families-speech/
Government sets out strategy for helping young people access education, training and work 
The Government has published plans to increase the participation of 16-24 year olds in education, training and work. Building Engagement, Building Futures sets out the Government's strategy to improve the opportunities for young people, so they can succeed in education and training and gain the skills they need to secure an apprenticeship or employment. It includes radical reforms to schools, vocational education, skills and welfare provision. 

http://www.bis.gov.uk/news/topstories/2011/Dec/strategy-youth-access-education-training-skills
Families 
This section of the DfE site contains family policy and information about services to support families. Information on the parenting classes trial for parents of children aged 0-5 has been updated. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/families
Children's Rights Director welcomes government announcement on the future Children's Commissioner 
Commenting on the government response to the recent consultation on the legislation to be introduced to replace both the present Children‘s Commissioner for England and the present Children‘s Rights Director for England with a new Office of the Children‘s Commissioner for England, the Children‘s Rights Director, Roger Morgan, said ―After ten years of working as Children‘s Rights Director with my team for the rights of children in care and children living away from home, I strongly welcome the government‘s announcement today that the law will endorse all the activities that my Office currently carries out for these children, and that the future Children‘s Commissioner for England will be empowered by law ‗to undertake all the activities currently provided by the Children‘s Rights Director

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/news/childrens-rights-director-welcomes-government-announcement-future-childrens-commissioner-0
Pupil premium 2012-13 
Written statement by Sarah Teather, Minister of State, Department for Education, confirming the funding available for schools through the pupil premium and what this means in terms of funding per pupil. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111212/wmstext/111212m0001.htm#1112123000004
Review of teachers’ standards 
Written statement by Michael Gove, Secretary of State for Education, on the publication of Sally Coates‘ second and final report of her independent review of teachers‘ standards. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111212/wmstext/111212m0001.htm#1112123000004
Adoption 
Oral question by Baroness King of Bow asking the government what measures it is taking to speed up the adoption process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/111213-0002.htm#11121377000736
Education funding 
Written statement by Michael Gove, Secretary of State for Education, announcing details of education funding for 2012-13. The announcement includes the dedicated schools grant (DSG), funding for 16-19 education and training and capital funding for maintained schools, academies, the voluntary aided sector and 16-19 provision. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111213/wmstext/111213m0001.htm#11121371000007
School sport 
Westminster Hall debate introduced by Gerry Sutcliffe (Bradford South). He said ―Why does it matter if our kids do not play sport or do PE at school? Children who play sports do not only benefit physically, because research shows that involvement in sport helps general educational attainment. Sport helps young people to develop self-discipline and to learn how to get along with others. Involvement in sport can help tackle antisocial behaviour and youth crime and overcome psychological problems and loneliness. It can also help to tackle problems of bullying in school and help youngsters with disabilities enjoy sport with other children

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111213/halltext/111213h0001.htm#11121368000001
Children’s access to parents 
Westminster Hall debate introduced by Charlie Elphick (Dover). He said ―A key issue is the right of children to see their parents following a separation. It is not an issue of dads‘ rights, or fathers‘ rights, or about those of the mother; it is about the fundamental and basic rights of the child. I believe that child welfare is best served by ensuring that children know and have a relationship with both parents after separation. Too often, parents sink their children‘s rights in a sea of acrimony when they split up, which must be fundamentally wrong

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111213/halltext/111213h0002.htm#11121370000002
New schools 
Written statement by Michael Gove, Secretary of State for Education, announcing the approval of 12 new studio schools. He said ―Business leaders say that equipping young people with employability skills—such as punctuality, good communication, reliability and team working—should be a top education priority for the Government. Studio schools offer academic and vocational qualifications, but teach them in a practical and project-based way. Study is combined with paid work placements with local and national employers that are involved in the school

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111214/wmstext/111214m0001.htm#11121474000004
Dyslexia 
Westminster Hall debate introduced by Kelvin Hopkins (Luton North). He said ―This debate on dyslexia was initiated following a meeting of the all-party parliamentary group on dyslexia and specific learning difficulties, which raised three particular concerns: first, the changes to the examination access arrangements issued by the Joint Council for Qualifications; secondly, the Green Paper—I will not read out its title—of which we are aware; and thirdly, the continued need to include in initial teacher training the teaching of children with dyslexia. http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111214/halltext/111214h0001.htm#11121484000003
Health services (disabled children) 
Adjournment debate introduced by Annette Brooke (Mid Dorset and North Poole). She said ―Disabled children and those with complex health needs are disproportionate users of health services, but they face long-standing barriers to accessing both universal and specialist health services. The evidence from professionals, the voluntary sector and families with disabled children is clear: if local areas are not required to have a clear focus on child health, disabled children are not given the requisite priority by local decision makers… Campaigners feel that the Health and Social Care Bill has not indicated how health services for disabled children will be configured within the new system and wish to make sure that there is no confusion on the ground as primary care trusts close and health and wellbeing boards and clinical commissioning groups are set up

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111215/debtext/111215-0004.htm#11121581000002
Young people in education, training and work 
Written statement by Tim Loughton, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Education, on the publication of the joint DfE, DWP and BIS report - Building engagement, building futures: our strategy to maximise the participation of 16-24 year olds in education, training and work. He said ―The strategy outlines our plans to support all young people to develop the skills, qualifications and experience they need—to succeed in their careers and make a positive contribution to our society and economy
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111215/wmstext/111215m0001.htm#11121579000008
A consultation on revised statutory guidance and regulations for exclusions from schools and pupil referral units in England 
Department for Education 

This consultation seeks views on revised exclusion guidance document and regulations relating to exclusion. This includes proposals for how regulations will be applied to academies, including free schools. 

Launch date: 16 December 2011 

Closing date: 17 February 2012 

http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1795&external=no&menu=1
Care a stepping stone to custody: the views of children in care on the links between care, offending and custody 
Rachel Blades, Di Hart, Joanna Lea and Natasha Willmott for the Prison Reform Trust 

This report by NCB for the Prison Reform Trust indicates that ―looked after may be a misnomer when it comes to some children in care. Most children are taken into care because they have been abused, neglected or experienced family breakdown. The state is supposed to look after them and protect them from further harm. Yet looked after children are far more likely to be convicted of a crime and end up in custody than other children - fewer than 1% of all children in England were looked after at 31st March 2011 yet the 2010-11 annual survey of 15-18 year olds in prison found that more than a quarter of boys (27%), and over half of girls (55%), had been in care at some point before being sentenced to custody. 

Published December 2011 

http://www.prisonreformtrust.org.uk/Portals/0/Documents/careasteppingstonetocustody.pdf
Who’s looking out for the children? A joint inspection of Appropriate Adult provision and children in detention after charge 
HMI Constabulary, HMI Prisons, HMI Probation, Care Quality Commission, Healthcare Inspectorate Wales, and Care and Social Services Inspectorate Wales 

The inspection found that more work is needed on safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people, too many children and young people continue to be held in police stations while waiting to appear in court after being charged. In a sample of 49 cases where children were charged with an offence and denied bail, a total of 46 were kept in police cells, rather than being transferred to local authority accommodation. Almost two-thirds (64%) of these were then granted bail at their first court hearing. The report also says that the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (Pace) 1984 created an anomaly in which 17-year-olds are treated as adults in a police station, but as juveniles in court. 

While enthusiastic and keen appropriate adults were provided for young people who had been arrested, they frequently knew little about the child, hindering their efforts to provide support. 

Published 15 December 2011 

http://www.hmic.gov.uk/media/whos-looking-out-for-the-children-20111215.pdf
Building engagement, building futures: our strategy to maximise the participation of 16-24 year olds in education, training and work 
Department for Education, Department for Work and Pensions, and Department for Business, Innovation and Skills 

Strategy setting out how the government's reforms to schools, vocational education, skills and welfare provision will all make a significant difference to young people‘s opportunities and support. 

Published 15 December 2011 

http://www.education.gov.uk/a00200853/building-engagement-building-futures
The framework for school inspection from January 2012 
Ofsted 

This framework sets out how the general principles and processes of inspection are applied to maintained schools and several other types of school in England. 

Published 16 December 2011 http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/framework-for-school-inspection-january-2012
Outcomes for children looked after as at 31 March 2011 
Department for Education 

Outcomes reported include education, health, offending and substance misuse. For the first time this year, it also includes information to show performance against the new Impact Indicator for attainment gaps for looked after children. This indicator includes a change to the definition previously used to monitor the attainment of looked after children and covers children who have been continuously looked after for at least 6 months - those who would be eligible for the pupil premium payment. 

Published 14 December 2011 http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s001046/index.shtml
National Curriculum Assessments at Key Stage 2 in England 2010/2011 (revised) 
Department for Education 

Provides provisional information on the achievements of eligible pupils (typically 11 year olds) in the National Curriculum assessments at Key Stage 2 and 3 (KS2 and KS3). At KS2, assessments are based on tests and teacher assessments. At KS3, there are only teacher assessments as formal tests have been abolished. 

Published 15 December 2011  http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s001047/index.shtml
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