Academies told to engage with wider children's services

By Neil Puffett Tuesday, 17 January 2012 

Children's minister Tim Loughton has called on academies to engage with other services to ensure youth work provision and safeguarding do not suffer, amid concerns many are becoming isolationist. Concerns have been raised that some academies have been displaying a 'drawbridge mentality'. 

More than 1,200 academies have opened since June 2010. Operating outside local authority control, academies receive money from central government to run the services that councils provide for maintained schools.

However, concerns have been raised that some have been displaying a "drawbridge mentality" cutting themselves off from local joint-working arrangements.

Speaking at a conference on the future role of councils in supporting young people in London today (17 January), Loughton stressed that academies retain the same duties as maintained schools.

However, he added that the duty would not be made statutory, as this would not chime with government policy.

"Academies need to be around the table with everybody else," he said, responding to a question on the issue.

"Their outlook and role in the local community does not become different when they change from maintained to academies. Safeguarding, welfare and other duties apply and they should want to engage with other agencies on youth services.

"In some cases I think academies are feeling their way and there is a bit of a perception of drawbridge mentality. In other cases there has been much more openness to engage in local communities.

"I want them to be part of public health boards and around the table on local safeguarding children boards. We are not going to tell them they must do that though by making it statutory.

"That’s not the way we are running schools and not the way we are running academies. They should be challenged to engage and it should not be assumed they are less likely to engage."

Loughton also revealed that work between the Department for Education and the Cabinet Office to develop guidance "as urgently as possible" for local authorities considering creating mutuals to deliver services is ongoing.

He stressed, however, that the Positive for Youth paper is "not about trying to impose mutuals on local authorities".

