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NPPN Weekly Digest 
Monday 9th January 2012 

Education

Reforming early years 
The Children’s Minister, Sarah Teather, has confirmed plans for a reformed Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) that reduces bureaucracy for professionals, provides earlier intervention for children facing difficulties and better prepares young children for learning in school. http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00201173/reforming-early-years
Ofsted responds to news reports about inspection 
Ofsted National Director, Sue Gregory, has responded to news reports alleging that some schools are attempting to manipulate Ofsted inspections. 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/news/ofsted-responds-reports-about-inspection
Nick Gibb speech on school improvement 
Schools Minister Nick Gibb’s speech to the North of England Education Conference. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/a00201655/nick-gibb-speech-on-school-improvement

National curriculum in England (review) 

Written statement by Michael Gove, Secretary of State for Education, announcing the publication of a suite of documents which provide a summary of the findings to date of the review.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111219/wmstext/111219m0001.htm#1112191000004

Class size and education in England evidence report 
Department for Education 

This report gives an overview of the existing evidence base on class size and education. In particular, it considers how class sizes have changed over time; the impact of the increase in birth rate on pupil numbers and how this could affect the teacher requirement and class sizes; and the impact of class size on educational outcomes. The report also considers the impact of the 1998 School Standards and Framework Act. 

Published 22 December 2012 

https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/standard/publicationDetail/Page1/DFE-RR169
New powers for schools to beat the takeaways 
Schools will now be able to take on the takeaways with special meal deals to boost uptake of school lunches and tackle obesity. Under new powers, schools will be able to offer price promotions on meals to particular pupils, encouraging more children to try a healthy school lunch. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00201373/new-powers-for-schools-to-beat-the-takeaways
Children & young people

Government sets out strategy to be Positive for Youth 
Publishing the government’s new vision for young people and youth services, Positive for Youth, the Children’s Minister, Tim Loughton, called on every local authority to get young people involved in local decision-making. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a00201047/government-sets-out-strategy-to-be-positive-for-youth

Business, Innovation and Skills Committee announces new inquiry into Apprenticeships 

Written evidence should be sent to the Committee by close of business on Friday 3 February 2012. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/business-innovation-and-skills/news/apprenticeships/

Business leaders back Youth Contract 
Britain’s four biggest employer organisations, the Confederation of British Industry (CBI), British Chambers of Commerce (BCC), British Retail Consortium (BRC) and Federation of Small Businesses (FSB), have formally backed the government’s flagship programme to ensure every young person is either earning or learning through the Youth Contract. 

http://www.dpm.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/business-leaders-back-youth-contract
Academies and free schools 

Michael Gove speech on academies 
This is a transcript of the speech by Education Secretary Michael Gove at Haberdashers’ Aske’s Hatcham College. He talks about the successes of academies and the need to turn struggling schools into academies.
http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/speeches/a00201425/michael-gove-speech-on-academies
Health and social care 

Revised Terms of Reference: The Child Protection System in England
Having taken written and begun taking oral evidence, the Education Committee has decided to refocus the scope of its inquiry into the Child Protection System. It invites additional written submissions by 23 January 2012. http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/education-committee/news/revised-terms-of-reference-the-child-protection-system-in-england-/
CEOP appeal to potential victims of online abuse 
The Child Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) is involved in an ongoing criminal investigation, conducted with national and international partners, which has resulted in the arrest and detention of an individual abroad for the suspected sexual abuse of children. CEOP has issued a media release to give any as yet unidentified victims of online abuse the opportunity to seek appropriate advice and support. 

http://www.ceop.police.uk/Media-Centre/Press-releases/2011/CEOP-APPEAL-TO-POTENTIAL-VICTIMS-OF-ONLINE-ABUSE/
Assessment process for adopters to be reformed 
The government has announced that the assessment process for prospective adopters is to be overhauled. Children's Minister Tim Loughton has asked a group of experts to draw up a new process to recruit, train and assess people as adoptive parents. The new expert panel is made up of representatives from across the adoption sector, including the Consortium of Voluntary Adoption Agencies, British Association of Adoption and Fostering, Adoption UK, and the Association of Directors of Children's Services. The group will work with Martin Narey, the government's Adoption Adviser, and provide recommendations in March on a new, more efficient process to be introduced later in 2012. 

http://www.education.gov.uk/a00201235/assessment-process-for-adopters-to-be-reformed
£200 million payment by results scheme to help troubled families 
The Government has announced a new £200 million outreach service to help England's most troubled families. Run in conjunction with local authorities and the organisations delivering the Work Programme, the new service will help families 

with multiple problems overcome barriers to employment. 

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/newsroom/press-releases/2012/jan-2012/dwp001-12.shtml
MPs to question three major children's charities on child protection in England 
As part of its enquiry into the child protection system in England, on 11 January 2012 the Commons Education Committee will take oral evidence from Barnardo's, NSPCC and the Children's Society. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/education-committee/news/cp-ev-05-/s of pathfinder 
Relevant Bills going through Parliament 

Health and Social Care Bill - 2010-11
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/healthandsocialcare.html 

The Bill proposes to create an independent NHS Board, promote patient choice, and to reduce NHS administration costs.

Key areas

· establishes an independent NHS Board to allocate resources and provide commissioning guidance 

· increases GPs’ powers to commission services on behalf of their patients 

· strengthens the role of the Care Quality Commission 

· develops Monitor, the body that currently regulates NHS foundation trusts, into an economic regulator to oversee aspects of access and competition in the NHS 

· cuts the number of health bodies to help meet the Government's commitment to cut NHS administration costs by a third, including abolishing Primary Care Trusts and Strategic Health Authorities. 

Laura Courtney's presentation re the Green Paper and Health and Social Care Bill - Presented at NPPN's Green Paper Consultation Day - March 2011


Current consultations 

A consultation on revised statutory guidance and regulations for exclusions from schools and pupil referral units in England
http://education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1795&external=no&menu=1 

The purpose of this consultation is to gather views on the Department for Education's revised exclusion guidance document and regulations relating to exclusion. This includes proposals for how regulations will be applied to Academies, including Free Schools.

Launch date: Friday 16th December 2011

Closing date: Friday 17th February 2012
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Fulfilling potential; working together to empower disabled people

http://odi.dwp.gov.uk/odi-projects/fulfilling-potential.php

This consultation would like to look at how to enable disabled people to fulfil their potential and have opportunities to play a full role in society. Looking at how to tackle barriers to realising aspirations and individual control, as well as change attitudes and behaviour towards disabled people.
Closing date : Friday 9th March 2012 (5pm)

