The White Paper
On 20 May 2008, Ed Balls the Secretary of State for Children Schools and Families launched a White Paper “Back on Track  -  A strategy for modernising alternative provision for young people”.  This Paper sets out the Government’s proposals for transforming alternative provision into a vibrant and successful part of the whole education system, working in close partnership with mainstream schools, special schools and with children’s services, to meet the needs of all individual young people and set them back on the path to success.
On 23 October 2008 the Secretary of State announced 

·        publication of "Taking 'Back on Track' forward: Response to consultation and Next Steps". This includes responses to our consultation to the White Paper; 
 
·        publication of alternative provision commissioning guidance for local authorities; 

 

·        launch of a database of alternative provision providers; and

 

·        named officers in local authorities to be responsible for overseeing alternative provision that meets pupils’ needs.

 

Also on 23 October the Secretary of State announced a range of private, voluntary and state sector alternative provision pilots for teaching excluded pupils and others and intervening early to prevent the need for exclusion.  Ministers intend to make the sector more proactive so that alternative provision outlets are brought in at a much earlier stage to nip poor behaviour in the bud.

 

The 12 pilots from around the country will test new and innovative ways of teaching those who have been excluded, those at risk of exclusion or those who cannot be taught in mainstream schools for other reasons.  The pilots follow plans for new powers announced in May this year that will ensure that failing alternative provision settings can be shut down and replaced with new ones such as those being announced today.  Brief information about the pilots may be found in the “Taking Back on Track” document.

The full white paper can be found at;

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/exclusions/alternative_provision_policies/index.cfm
