Schools fail to get parents involved
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Schools are failing to help parents get involved in their child's education, according to a General Teaching Council (GTC) report.

The report, Engaging Parents in their Children’s Learning, found many parents felt distant from their child’s school life, particularly at secondary school level.

Many schools fail to pass on basic information about the curriculum or offer support to improve parents’ academic skills, the research found.

Disadvantaged parents on low income felt particularly detached from their child’s school experience and education.

Recommendations made included frequent parent teacher consultations and regular updates on a child’s progress as well as on the school curriculum, through weekly diaries.

Parents also felt schools could do more to promote parental involvement in children’s education.

They wanted to see sessions arranged to explain teaching methods and booklets produced offering tips on how to help children with their homework.

GTC chief executive Keith Bartley said: Parents should be supported and encouraged to engage with their children’s learning. This level of engagement is motivational for children, who enjoy seeing their parents learning too.

