Tackling Bullying in Milton Keynes
In 2007 the DCSF published ‘Safe to Learn: Embedding anti-bullying work in schools’ which provided revised guidance to schools on dealing with bullying in and around school communities (available on www.teachernet.gov.uk). 
The government also expects local authorities to provide a strategic lead to tackle bullying in support of the Every Child Matters agenda. It became clear during 2007 that in Milton Keynes there had been some effective work in many schools but the strategic and policy framework at local authority level was missing.  As a result the Assistant Director Support Services took on accountability for this area of work and during 2007 an interim Tackling Bullying Steering Group was established to scope out the key areas of attention for the Local Authority.

The group commissioned a report from an independent consultant and has started to develop an initial draft strategy for tackling bullying in Milton Keynes.  This work is still at a very early stage but is now sufficiently developed to test out with key partners

Three strands of activity are proposed which are:

1. Information and effectiveness

2. Training and participation

3. Resources 

Further scoping work has been carried out in the first two areas of work, which has included input from schools, the voluntary sector and the Milton Keynes Safeguarding Children’s Board. 
Additionally funding has been secured to establish a specific post to drive work on tackling bullying forward and it is hoped that they will be in post by September 2008.  They will be working closely with schools and other settings to identify and share local good practice as well as develop ways to measure the effectiveness of current policies and measures in tackling bullying.  
The report and draft strategy will be presented to the Children's Trust Board in July, following which it will be featured on the consultation section of the Schools website. An early task will be to review the membership of the Steering Group and consolidate sub groups for the three strands, which fully reflect the interests of local stakeholders.

The document is currently available on www.miltonkeynes.gov.uk/education-welfare and any comments at this stage should be sent to educationwelfareservice@milton-keynes.gov.uk 
For further information contact: Lee.Westlake@milton-keynes.gov.uk 
